(Date)

(Send by fax: 202-225-9480 or e-mail: nick.gwyn@mail.house.gov)

The Honorable Jim McDermott
Chairman Ways and Means Subcommittee on Income Security and Family Support

Room B-317, Rayburn Building

Washington, DC 20515
Attn: Nick Gwyn, Majority Staff Director

Re:  Tribes Need Access to the Title IV-E Foster Care and Adoption Assistance Act


Dear Chairman McDermott:

We are writing to ask for your assistance in having introduced in the House of Representatives and enacted into law legislation similar to the Tribal Foster Care and Adoption Access Act of 2007 (S. 1956) that was introduced in the United States Senate on August 2, 2007.  As you know, this legislation would be under the jurisdiction of the House Ways and Means Committee and would provide tribal governments the opportunity to administer the Social Security Act’s Title IV-E Foster Care and Adoption Assistance Act. As was discussed at the May 15, 2007 hearing before the House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Income Security and Family Support, this Act left out tribal governments and the American Indian/Alaska Native children under their jurisdiction.  At the hearing six leading national child welfare organizations filed testimony which recommended that the Title IV-E law be amended to allow for the direct tribal administration of this important program.

Title IV-E is, as you know, an open-ended entitlement program for states to provide services for children who have had to be removed from their homes. The only way tribes can access the resources of this program is if there is an agreement with the state—these agreements are discretionary and subject to limitations by states that are not part of the federal program. While some tribal governments are fortunate to have access to these agreements, the majority of tribes in Indian Country have no IV-E agreements and are forced to place their children in foster care or adoptive homes with little or no support to the families providing care and the agencies managing the placements.

The proposal to amend the Title IV-E law with regard to tribes has bipartisan support in Congress and also is supported by many Indian and non-Indian organizations, including the National Congress of American Indians and Child Welfare League of America.

We believe the time is optimal for Congress to, at long last, correct the gap in the Title IV-E law with regard to tribal governments and the children under their jurisdiction.

Thank you for any assistance you can provide.

Sincerely,

(Name, Title, Tribe/Organization)

