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N Gad THPuntetosarveld anfaml i es

Just as Census 2000 is about to gather information
that will ultimately affect servicesand programs
throughout the country, the National Indian Child
WelfareAssociation (NICWA) and The Casey
Family Program (TCFP) arelaunchingintoan
extensive 5-year research and practices-building
project that will havefar-reaching effectsfor Indian
childrenandfamilies

In January, NICWA and The Casey Family Program
created the Nationd Indian Children’sAlliance,
comprising entitiesfrom diverse public and private
sectors. Thedliancewill generate comprehensive
dataonthestatusof Indian childrenin Americathat
will serveasalink toinform and effect publicand

tribal policy.

“Thedgnificanceof thisproject,” said Terry Cross,
NICWA executivedirector, “liesinthefact that
distinct and different voicesare coming together
around common strategiesfor the sake of Indian
childrenand familieswho areat risk in complex and
ever changing dual welfaresystems.

“Never before hasaprivatefoundation leveraged its
resourcestothisextent, whichwill resultina
powerful and positiveimpact onthefuturewell being
of Indian children and families,” Crosssaid, speaking
of The Casey Family Program’sinvolvement.

Thisproject will serveal 700,000 American Indian
childrenintheUnited States. TheU.S. Indian
populationisvery young—35.6 percent are under
the age of 18—compared to the genera population.
And dthoughtherearereportedly high ratesof child
abuseand neglect, meaningful and current Satistics
See Casey, page 6.

North to Alaskal

TheNICWA board of directorsunanimoudy ratifieda
recommendation fromitsspecia siteselection
committeeto hold the 2001 National “Protecting Our
Children” Conferencein Anchorage, Alaska. The
committeewasled by VicePresdent EloiseKing and
cons sted of board members Judy Houck, Gloria
Wilson and staff Conference Coordinator Larry
Douglas.

They reported on their recent tour of Anchorage
conferencefacilitiesand hotelshosted by the
Anchorage Convention and VisitorsBureau. Ms. King
saidin her report, “Wewere very impressed with how
well suited Anchorageisto accommodate our needs.
Thestrong AlaskaNativeinfluence can be seen
through-out the community, and thefocusof that
influenceistherecently opened AlaskaNative Heritage
Center," she continued.

Thedatesselected for
the 2001 conference INBLE. .
are April 23-25, with
pre-conference 2 Exec Director's Letter
activitesand 3 Advocacy
regisiration beg) nning 7 Reorganization
on Sunday, April 22. 8 New Members
TheEganConvention | 14 chjjdren's Mental
Center will bethesite Health
of tr;ema;orltyo{ 11 Title IV-E Conference
conferenceevents. BIA-NICWA Packets
Theheadquarters 12 Calendar
hotdl will be

See North, page 7.
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Letter from the Executive Director

| want to take this opportunity to re-examine and recap NICWA's and
our partners' efforts over the past several years to protect our children
by protecting the Indian Child Welfare Act. First of al it isimportant to
recognize our success and to give thanks for the unity that made this
possible. 1n 1995 Congresswoman Pryce of Ohio, in reaction to an
ICWA case affecting afamily in her district, proposed abill that would
have gutted ICWA. Senator Glen joined her in that effort, and they had
strong support from the National Council on Adoption. The support and
momentum were so strong that their bill passed in the House. Only by a
passionate grassroots fight did the tribes, our partner organizations and
NICWA members manage to stop the legidation in the Senate.

In 1996 we faced the same fight, but this time we were more prepared.
The National Congress of American Indians (NCALI) offered aforum
for tribal leadersto gather. Our supportersin the Senate let us know
that to continue to protect ICWA, the tribes would have to recognize the
problems with ICWA and propose their own solutions. In response, the
“Tulsa Consensus’ was born. The* Tulsa Consensus’ resulted in abill
that was introduced by John McCain. Itsintent wasto respond to the
problems within ICWA in away that satisfied critics and protected the
interests of tribes. Whilethe bill never passed, it stopped the efforts of
the opponents of ICWA. The bill has been introduced each session
since 1997 and continues to be under consideration as SB 1213.

Last year NICWA thought the ICWA amendments were dead, but
again the bill was introduced by Senator McCain. As NICWA explored
the support to move thisbill through Congress, we found strong support
in some areas of the country and strong opposition in others. NICWA
supported SB1213. Clearly, we underestimated the difference of
positions that had grown on the language of the McCain Bill. At

NCALI’s convention in Palm Springsin October of 1999, it became
evident that the “ Tulsa Consensus’ had unraveled. While the body of
NCAI voted to support SB1213, redlistically itisnot practical, possible
or advisable to move such abill forward without a true consensus and
broad unity.

NICWA began its advocacy efforts on a very modest scale, reacting to
issues, often at the last minute. Since then we have grown in capacity
and sophistication. We recently signed a Momorandum Of Aagreement
formalizing our partnership with NCAI. We have recently added a
policy research function and greatly expanded our policy and advocacy
work. NICWA has always sought to keep tribal |eaders informed and
at the forefront of such issues. To date we have been successful.

Now it istimeto mend fences and rebuild our unity. Inthe coming
months NICWA will spend timelistening and participing in aprocess
that we hope will once again find the common ground on which move
forward to protect ICWA and our children. Unfortunately, the threat is
not over. Although things are quiet now, we fear the next sensational
case could bring about a new attack. We want to be ready thistime,

and we need everyone, regardless of pOSI'[I on, to participatein a
dialogue about how we prepare. éé
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ADVOCACY

INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT
AMENDMENTS: NCAI TO HOST
ICWA FORUM IN JUNE

Movement inthisCongresson the| CWA
amendmentsin S. 1213 hasnot occurred and likely
will not until after tribeshave an opportunity to meet
againtodiscussthefutureof theamendments. Last
fal at theNational Congressof American Indians
(NCAI) Annual Conventionin Palm Springs, it
became apparent that sometribeswere not
comfortablewith thebill and wereasking for anew
strategy to be devel oped. Nonethel ess, resolutions
did passat the convention which supported S. 1213
and established anationa tribal leaderstask forceon
ICWA. Sincelastfal, NCAI, withhelpfromthe
National Indian Child WelfareA ssociation, hasbeen
working to facilitate aposition on the| CWA
amendmentsthat all tribescan support. Atameeting
of thetask forcein February, Jill Petersof Senator
McCain'sstaff told task force membersthat Senator
McCainwasnot going to movethebill ahead until he
better understood what the concernswith thebill
were. NCAI staff floated out theideaof holding a
nationa meeting towork onresolving concernswith
thebill and devel oping anew strategy. Theideawas
broadly supported, and NCAI hasscheduled an

| CWA forum for June24 and 25 at the Juneau
Convention Center in Juneau, Alaskain
connection with NCAI’'sMid-Year Conference.

Whilethe present environment does not bodewell for
the passage of ICWA amendmentsthisyear, the
strategy that was used in the past did provide some
benefits. Thefirstisthat no anti-tribal amendmentsto
|CWA were passed. In 1995 and 1996, therewasa
real fear that Congresswasgoing to amend ICWA in
waysthat would have severely limited tribal
involvement in state child custody proceedings
involving tribal membersand removed ICWA
protectionsfrom countlessnumbersof Indian children
and familiesthroughout thecountry. Thetribal
amendmentsthat were devel oped helped neutralize
thisthreat.

A second benefit wasraising the awareness of
Congressto what | CWA does and does not do.
Congressdeal swith thousands of issuesand ICWA
wasonethat few congressiona membersunderstood.
Oftentimes, theinformation that wasavailable
distorted the purpose of ICWA and relied on biased
sourcesthat sought to repeal portionsof the |CWA.
Thissituation created avacuum where negéative attacks
onIndianfamiliesandtribescould flourish. Written
materia sdevel oped by tribal sources, combined with
other information that tribesand Indian organizations
provided, minimized the number of congressiona
memberswho supported anti-tribal amendmentsto
ICWA.

One other benefit wastheincreased awareness of the
problemsthat Indian children and familiesexperience
when adoption agencies or professional s contact them.
Many of thesefamiliesliveinurbanareasand are
disconnected fromtheir tribal communitiesand/or
relatives. Becausethereisagreat demandfor
adoptable newborninfants, theseIndian familiesmay
be persuaded to give up their children for adoption.
During thisprocess, the parentsmay not beidentified
asIndian or eventold not to identify themselvesas
Indian. If thisadviceisfollowed, thefamily and child
are subjected to state law rather thantheICWA, and it
isdoubtful the child’stribewill have an opportunity to
beinvolved. Evenwhenthesefamilies continueto
assert their tribd affiliation, someindividualsand
agencieswill goto great lengthsto avoid applying the
ICWA.

TRIBAL FOSTER CARE BILL STILL UNDER
CONSIDERATION

A bill inthe Senate, S. 1478, that would allow tribesto
operateafedera foster care program, isstill being
considered by Congressfor thelegidativeyear in
2000. Theprogram, TitlelV-E Foster Careand
Adoption Assistance, has been out of the reach of
most tribal governmentsbased on Congress soversight
innot making them eligibleto apply for and administer
theprogramdirectly. Consequently, tribal children
placed infoster care by tribal agenciesand courtsare
indigiblefor thefedera reimbursement provided by

TitlelV-E for theservicesrendered tothem. TitlelV-
continued next page
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Advocacy, continued.

E providesreimbursement for amultitude of basic
foster careand adoption assistance servicesand isthe
largest federally funded child welfare program at over
$5billioneach year. Sometribeshavebeen ableto
tap into the program through agreementswith states
that operatethe program, but these agreementshave
only reached approximately 50 tribesand have been
proven to be problematicin many cases, for both
statesand tribes.

S. 1478 containsthefollowing provisons:

* Providereimbursement for TitlelV-E servicesto
tribal placementsof Indian childrenintribal foster
and adoptive homesthat meet Title I V-E eigibility
requirements.

* Authorizetriba governmentstoreceivedirect
funding for theadminitration of thelV-E
program.

* Recognizetriba standardsfor foster home
licenang.

* Allow the Secretary of the Department of Health
and Human Servicestheflexibility to modify the
requirementsof theTitlelV-E law for tribes, if
those requirementsare not in the best interests of
Indian children.

* Allow the Secretary of the Department of Health
and Human Servicesto modify TitleI V-E
matching fund requirementsin recognitionthat
tribes, unlike states, have not previoudy received
funding to buildthetypeof serviceddivery
systemsavailableto the states, and permit other
federal and state fundsto be used for any required
triba match.

» Continuetorecognizeexistingtribal-state Title V-
E agreementsand the devel opment of new
agreements.

S. 1478 hasreceived broad support within Indian
Country, with resolutionssupporting thebill fromthe
Nationa Congressof American Indians, Affiliated
Tribesof Northwest Indiansand United South and
Eastern Tribes. Thebill hasa soreceived favorable
reviewsfrom Native VillagesinAlaska; tribesin
Cdlifornia, Oklahomaand Montana; theNavgo
Nation and many other areas. What isneeded now is
for tribal governmentsto becomemoreactively
involvedin notifying their membersof Congressof
their position onthislegidationand how it canimprove

thelivesof childrenintheir communities. Thebiggest
challengefor passage hasbeen finding federa funding
that could offset the cost of offering the programto
tribesand Indian children under their jurisdiction
(approximately $250 million over 5years). This
obstacle can be overcomeif moretribesvoicetheir
support for thebill.

ADOPTION AND SAFE FAMILIES ACT
DOCUMENT PUBLISHED!

After two yearsof work, the National Indian Child
WelfareAssociation (NICWA), in partnership with the
Nationa Resource Center for Organizationa
Improvement in Child Welfareand the Children’s
Bureau havefinished publishing thedocument “ The
Adoption and Safe FamiliesAct: Issuesfor Tribesand
States Serving Indian Children.” Thedocument
providesinformation and ass stanceinimplementing
the 1997 federal law with Indian children under both
sateandtribal jurisdiction. Informationfromthisdraft
has been used in NICWA trainings on this subject
throughout the United States. Copieshave been
mailedtoall of thetribes, statesand numerousother
organi zationsthat work with Indian children and
families. If youdid not receiveacopy and would like
one, please contact Kelly Mitchell at (503) 222-4044.
NICWA aso offerstrainingonthistopic. Training
information or requests should goto Kely Mitchell at
the number above.

TRIBAL OPPORTUNITY IN INDEPENDENT
LIVING PROGRAM EXPANSION

The Foster Care IndependenceAct of 1999 (P.L.
106-169) was enacted in December 1999. Thehill
includesanew requirement regarding state servicesto
Indianyouth.

The primary purpose of the Foster Care
Independence Act isto reform and expand the

I ndependent Living program which hasbeen renamed
the John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence
Program, in honor of thelate Senator. Thisprogramis
authorized under TitlelV-E of the Socia Security Act
andisdesignedto help childreninfoster care prepare
to becomeindependent oncethey transition out of
foster careat age 18.
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Advocacy, continued.

Thelaw doublestheannual funding provided for the
Independent Living Programto $140 million (a
capped entitlement) and expands servicesto youth
ages 18 through 20 who haveleft foster care. Among
themany servicesprovided under the program are
assi stancein obtaining ahigh school diploma, career
counseling, educationandjobtraining, living skills,
preventive health activitiesand mentor programs. In
addition, thebill offersnew assistancewithroomand
board expensesfor youth between ages 18 and 21
after leaving foster care.

Thelaw al so authorizes services— education,
counseling and preparation for post-secondary
education— to younger children who are deemed
likely tostill beinfoster careat age 18. Thebill also
givesstatesthe optionto provideMedicaid coverage
to youth ages 18 through 20 when they leavefoster
care.

Oneprovision of thenew law dea sspecificaly with
Indian youth. Thenew law requiresastate, as part of
its plan submitted to the Department of Health and
Human Services, to certify that itisserving Indian
childreninthelndependent Living Programtothe
sameextent asother childreninthestate. Thehbill
requiresthe state plantoinclude:

A certification by the chief executive
officer of the Statethat each Indian
tribein the State hasbeen consulted
about the programsto be carried out
under the plan; that there have been
effortsto coordinate the programs
with suchtribes; and that benefitsand
servicesunder the programswill be
madeavailableto Indian childrenin
the State on the same basisas other
childreninthe State.

Thelegidation asintroduced (H.R. 1802) inthe
House of Representativeswould haverequired states
to provide Independent Living servicesto Indian
children, but would have only required the stateto
“inform” tribes of the servicesavailableunder the
program and all ow tribesthe opportunity to comment
onthe proposed state plan. Representative Hayworth
(R-AZ) amended thebill inthe House Waysand
Means Committeeto requirethat the certification not
only verify that Indian children arebeing provided

serviceson thesamebasisasother childreninthe
state, but al so that tribeswere consulted on draft plans
and that effortswere madeto work cooperatively on
theprogramwith tribes.

It will bevery important for tribesto contact their state
officethat operatesthe Independent Living program
and begin discussionson how to makethe program
more access bleand effectivefor Indian youth.
Requirementssimilar tothishavebeenineffect for
state servicesunder theTitlelV-B programs(Child
Welfare Servicesand Promoting Safeand Stable
Families) and welfarereform for afew yearsnow and
may be helpful inthe devel opment of an effective
processfor thisprogram.

FY 2002 DHHS BUDGET CONSULTATION
HELD IN APRIL

OnApril 10tribal leadersand representativesfrom
nationd Indian organizationsmet for thefisca year
2002 budget consultation with Department of Health
and Human Services (DHHS) representatives. Thisis
the second year thismeeting hasoccured. Testimony
will focus on programs acrossthe department that
serveor could serveIndian people. The National
Indian Child WelfareAssociation wasinvited againto
provideoral testimony and focused on child welfare
and mental healthrelated programs. Toreceivea
copy of thewritten testimony, contact Kelly Mitchell
at (503) 222-4044.

MONTANA SUPREME COURT
SUPPORTS ICWA

A Montana State Supreme Court issued an opinionon
March 16, 2000, that said anon-Indian couple could
not adopt an Indian child becausethe casedid not
present good causefor deviating fromthe
requirementsof thelndian Child WelfareAct (ICWA).
The State Supreme Court said thelower court madea
mi stake when they concluded that the proposed
adoptive parents presented agood cause casefor not
applyingICWA.

See Montana, page 12.
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Casey, continued from page 1

arehardto comeby onreservations. Itisevenmore
difficult to obtain solid of f-reservation data, becauseit
isrecorded by the states. The project will gather this
and other data.

Thealliancewill addressthreemajor aress. Firg, it
will create meaningful dataon Indian childrenand
familiesthat will givestatisticsto thoseinvolvedinthe
Indian policy debate and devel opment. It will also
inform the broader range of serviceproviders.

Very littledataexiststhat isdedicated solely to Indian
children’scare, protection and advocacy. Indian
childcare providersaretoo often forced totry to
make sense out of datagenerated by otherswhose
motivationsaredictated by the narrow provisionsof
federd and statefunding.

Secondly, the project will develop the capacity of
tribesto accessresourcesto allow themto run their
own foster careand adoption programsinaculturally
appropriateway. Todothis, the project will work
with 12 tribes, in geographical areaswhere Casey is
already working. Tribesand state officiaswill be
provided with hands-on training to enhancetribal
capacity to accessTitle I V-E, Foster Careand
Adoption Assistancemonies.

Thirdly, the project will work on adoption practices
and proceduresin an historic and culturally defined
context based upon customary law. The Casey
Family Program and NICWA will embark onasocia
marketing campaign designed to“ demystify” the
Indian Child WelfareAct and devel op correlating
materiasthat will encourage Indian familiesto adopt
Indian children.

Atamesting in Portland, Oregon early inMarch,
researchersdiscussed their approach and tasksin
gathering and processing the dataneeded to achieve
thefirst phase of theproject. Includedinthemeeting
were Dr. Ed Brown from George Warren Brown
School of Socia Work, John Red Horsefromthe
University of MinnesotaDuluth, School of Socid
Work, Charlotte Goodluck from Northern Arizona
University, Susan Paulson from United Tribes College,
Indian Child and Family Ingtitute and Kathleen Earle
fromthe University of Southern Maine, School of
Socia Work.

Other partnersinvolved intechnical assstancearethe
Bureau of Indian AffairsAdminigtrationfor Children
and Families; the National Resource Center for
Organizationa Improvement, University of Southern
Maine; the National Resource Center for Permanency
Panning, Hunter College; the National Resource
Center for Information Technology in Child Welfare,
Child Welfare L eague of America; and the National
Resource Center for Family Centered Practice,
Educationa Service, Inc.

Partnersinvolved in permanency optionsarethe
American Indian Law Center, NativeAmerican Rights
Fund, the National Academy of Adoption Attorneys,
the North American Council on Adoptable Children
and the National Resource Center for Special Needs
Adoption.

Theimpact on NICWA asan organizationinvolves
doubling the staff to take on the added workload,
movingtoalarger officefacility to housethe staff and
adding anew layer of management totheinterna
dructure.

Theimpact to The Casey Family Programisenhanced
permanency outcomesfor children, enhanced cultural
competenceinthechild welfaresystem and serving
morelndian childrennationaly.

NICWA PARTNERSHIP WITH
FEDERATION OF FAMILIES

NICWA continuesto partner with the Federation of
Familiesfor children’'sMental Health. Their most
recent effort took place April 5through April 8inan
effort to help American Indian and Alaskan Native
parentsdevel op their own autonomousvoice.

Approximately 25 parentsfrom 10 different states
attended afocusgroup to determinethetechnical
assistance needs of parentslearning effective
advocacy skillsand strategies. Therewereunanimous
decisonsmade onimportant issues, including the
decision to formalize thisas an organization under the
auspicesof the Federation of Families.

NICWA articulated their on-going commitment to this
dedicated group of parents. Thenname of thisnew
organization?— Intertribal \oicesof Children and
Families.
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REORGANIZATION AND
STAFFING CHANGES

Dueto theexpansion of servicesin January, NICWA
embarked on amajor reorganizationto providea
broader management structure. Becausewe expect
to doubleour staff by the summer, weknew a
different infrastructurewas needed. Withthehelp of a
management consultant, wedivided the servicesinto
thefollowing departments:

Operations Departmen-fisca, personnel and
adminigrativesupport.

I nformation and Training Department-conferences,
training, consultation, Web siteand library
Community Devel opment Department provision of
technical ass stanceand consultationtotribes,
tribal programsand granteesites

Policy and Research Department research
projectsand public policy activities.

Several NICWA staff wereinterviewed and re-hired
into new management positionsduetothis
reorganization. |onaHansd wasthefiscal manager
andisnow thedirector of operations. NICWA's
conference coordinator, L arry Douglas, isnow the
director of information and training and David
Simmons, who wasworking asthepolicy andystis
now thedirector of policy and research.

Inannouncing the promotionsfromwithin, Executinve
Directer Terry Crosssaid, "Asweanayze our
organization'sablility to absorb thisamount of growth,
it wasevident that we have acore group of very
talented and dedi cated peoplewho areastrong
nucleusaround whichwecan build. They have helped
create NICWA's successto date, and they provide
thefoundationfor thefuture."

Thefourth department director washired from outside
theorganization. Mary McNevinsjoined thestaff in
mid-March asour director of community
development, one of the newly created management
positionsand shewill overseethe Community
Development Department. Mary comesto NICWA
from the Oregon Department of Human Services,
where shewasthe Indian Child WelfareAct manager
andtribal liaison for the State Officefor Servicesto

Children and Families. Prior tothisposition, Mary
wasthedirector of the Child Protective Services
Department for the Confederated Tribesof Warm

Springs.

Shebringsto her new roleat NICWA morethan 14
yearsof experiencein child protective services,
specidizinginIndianchildwefareissues. Her
experienceand expertisein child welfare, from both
thetribal and state perspective, will makeher a
tremendousresourceto thetribesNICWA serves.

REASSIGNMENTS

L oisChilcott was NICWA's cheerful and competent
receptionist for severa monthsbefore being promoted
into another administrative position. Sheisnow the
cheerful and competent administrative assstant for the
Operations Department. Her primary dutieswill bein
thefinancia processing areawhere her past
experience asabudget officer for the Bureau of Indian
Affarswill beextremdy useful.

Kelly Mitchell wasrecently reassignedinto another
department. Shecameto NICWA last July asthe
logisticsassistant working inthe areathat becamethe
Information and Training Department. Her
reassignment hasher now working asaL ogistics
Assgtant in the Policy and Research Department.

North, continued from page 1.

Anchorage spremier hotel, The Captain Cook. “We
found the peopl e at the Captain Cook to be
particularly accommodating to work with,” reported
Conference Coordinator Larry Douglas. “Wewere
ableto securearoom rate of $85 per night, and the
Captain Cook will extend thoseratesthree days
beforeand after the conference to accommodate those
whowish to enjoy themany attractionsinthearea.”

Tokick off ayear-long promotion of the 19" Annual
“Protecting Our Children” Conference, therewill bea
gpecia invitationto* ComeNorth” duringtheclosing
general session of thisyear’sconference. AnAlaskan
Nativede egation led by board member DonneFleagle
and Anchorage Convention and Visitor’'sBureau sales
director BarbaraKremer, will beon hand to encourage
everyoneto plan now to experienceavery special
“Protecting Our Children” conferencein 2001.
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THANK YOU
NEW & RENEWING NICWA MEMBERS & DONORS

Theboard of directorsand staff of the National I ndian Child WelfareAssociation extend our
sincerethankstoyou for your investment in NICWA’smission, goalsand programs. If at
any timeyou have questionsregar ding your member ship, or if wecan beof servicetoyou,

pleasecall usat (503) 222-4044. Thank you for your support.

BASIC SUBSCRIPTION ($25-$49)

Nancy Avery, St. Paul, MN
MarthaBeard, Seattle, WA
James Botsford, Wausau, Wi
Caroline Brown, Fairbanks, AK
RosnaBurns, Aquinnah, MA

Phil Caidin, New York, NY

Connie Campbell, Edmonton, AB
Steven Campbell, St. Paul, MN
Ellen Carmody, Seettle, WA
Thom Chartier, Canyon, MN
NolaColeman, Tacoma, WA
Mary Cowboy, St. Stephens, WY
Dee Crutcher, Nixon, NV

Ledlie Eastwood, Anacortes, WA
Bernadette Enbysk, Portland, OR
Gail Evanoff, ChenegaBay, AK
Betsy Fairlamb, Eugene, OR
Naomi Farmer, North Bend, OR
DianeFile, OklahomaCity, OK
LucindaGeorge, Alturas, CA
TinaGiovanni, Chape Hill, NC
Danielle Glenn-Rivera, PanoramaCity, CA
Geri Glover, SantaFe, NM
MyrnaGooden, Salt Lake City, UT
Thomas Graham, Portland, OR
Lucy Grier, HighPoint, NC
Doreen Holding Eagle, Fargo, ND
AlvinaHuesties, Pendleton, OR
Maurice Johnson, Omaha, NE
DorieKlein, Berkeley, CA
Margaret LaRocca, Goshen, KY
Beverly Lafferty, Rapid City, SD
Sandy Lemire, St. Paul, MN

Boni J. McCabe, Otterbein, IN

*Board Member

Sharron McCrimmon, West Vancouver, BC
Deborah Medders, Vineyard Haven, MA
Judy Morrison, Oxford, |A
Lawrence“Larry” Nelson, Seettle, WA
Nathan & Jodi Notah, Stillwater, OK
Margaret O’ Neil, Hydaburg, AK
LisaQuinn, Chico, CA

Phillip Rector, Ft. Washakie, WY
BrendaRedIron, LaRonge, SK

Dody Reustle, Vdlg o, CA

Toby Robles, Tahlequah, OK
ElviraRodriguez, Smith River, CA

Trudy Rallison, Winnemucca, NV
Debbie Roy, Milwaukee, Wi
AngdinaSaazar Smilowitz, SantaAna, CA
Robert Salgado, Sr., San Jacinto, CA
Cathy Sampson-Kruse, Yakima, WA
Richard Schrum, ShawneeMission, KS
Jm Snyder, Grand Junction, CO

Kim Thomas, Buffao, NY
MaddeneTjaden, Duluth, MN

FRIEND ($50-$99)

John Bogdanski, Portland, OR
LouiseCorndl, Porterville, CA
MikeGuilfoyle, Genesee, ID
*Don Milligan, Kent, WA
DixieNoble, Beverly Hills, CA
PatriciaParker, McLean, VA

Su Phillips, Seattle, WA

Evelyn Stevenson, Pablo, MT
SandraTeich-Roberts, Vinton, A
Jack Trope, Albuquerque, NM
CdineVaquer-Nos, Paris, France




SPRING Quarter 2000 9

THANK YOU continued

ADVOCATE ($100-$249)

John George, Bdllingham, WA
LedieJohnson, San Fafadl, CA
RhondaKirn, Poplar, MT

Sharon Pruden, Winnipeg, MB
Bernadine Shriver, Troutdale, OR

* LolaSohappy, Warm Springs, OR

ORGANIZATIONAL/TRIBAL ($100+)

AinDahYung (Our Home) Shelter, &. Paul, MN
American Indian Development Associates,
Albuquerque, NM
Arctic Slope NativeAssociation, Ltd., Barrow, AK
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribes,
Odanah, Wi
Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria, Loleta, CA
Bureau of IndianAffairs, Wewoka, OK
Caring for First Nations Children’s Society,
West Vancouver, BC
Casey Family Partners- Spokane, Spokane, WA
Casey Family Program, Yakima, WA
Colorado River Indian Tribes, Parker, AZ
Cook Inlet Tribal Council, Inc., Anchorage, AK
Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua&
Suidaw Indians, CoosBay, OR
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs,
Warm Springs, OR
Council Lodgelnstitute, Grand Forks, ND
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation, Crazy Horse, SD
Dilico Qjibway Child & Family Services, Thunder
Bay, ON
DSHS- Child/Family Services, Olympia, WA
DSHS- Divisionof Child Support, Olympia, WA
Eight Northern Indian Pueblos Council Inc.,
San Juan, NM
Feather River Triba Health, Oroville, CA
First Nations Community Health Source,
Albuquerque, NM
Hiawathalndian Band, Keene, ON

Ho-Chunk Nation, Black River Falls, Wi

Indian Community School, Milwaukie, WI

IndigenousNationsChild & Family Agency,
Oakland, CA

Kaw Nation of Oklahoma, New Kirk, OK

K mihquiahasultipon Program, Princeton, ME

LittleRiver Band of Ottawalndians, Manistee, M|

Lower Brule Counsdling Service, Lower Brule, SD

Michigan Family IndependenceAgency, Lansing, MI

National CA SA Association, Seattle, WA

National Resouce Center for Special Needs
Adoption, Southfield, MI

Native American Foster Parents Association,
Chicago, IL

Penobscot Indian Nation, IndianIdland, ME

Poarch Band of Creek Indians, Atmore, AL

Quechan Indian Tribe, Yuma,AZ

Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, Miller & Munson,
Anchorage, AK

Spirit Lake Tribe, Fort Totten, ND

St. LouisCounty Socia Services, Duluth, MN

University of Oklahoma, Tulsa, OK

DONATIONS

Robert & Patty Bailey, Hillsboro, OR

MarieDavis, Ridgeway, PA

Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation,
Nespelem, WA

St. Luke Lutheran Church, Portland, OR

Listing for receipts from January I,

through March 31, 2000.
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CENTER FOR MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES
NATIVE AMERICAN SERVICE
GRANTEES

RESEARCH CONFERENCE

Triba evauatorsand staff from threechildren’smental
health Native American project Sitesgavea
presentation about eval uation issuesin Indian Country
during aresearch conferencelast month. Thethree
stesinvolvedinthe presentation arefrom
Passamaquoddy Nationin Indian Township, Maine;
Sault Ste. Marie Tribeof Chippewalndiansin
Michigan; and the Sacred Child Project (four tribesin
fivesites) inNorth Dakota. Inaroundtable
workshop, they presented information about their
individua sites, historica experiencewith researchand
evaluation, sovereignty, their experiencewiththe
evauationinstrumentsinthe Center for Menta Hedlth
Servicesinitiativeand anumber of other issues.

Theresearch conferenceissponsored annualy by the
University of South Florida. Cutting edgeresearch
based on building children’smenta health systemsof
careisthefocusof theconference. Tribal evaluators
and other tribal representativesfromal six of the
Native American Center for Mental Health Services
grantee sites attended the conference, March 5-8, in
Clearwater Beach, Florida. Attendeesincluded staff,
family and community membersfromthe45 current
siteswho have CMHS grants, aswell ascollaborative
partners. The45 granteesare devel oping systemsof
carethat are child centered, family focused,
community based and culturally competent under this
children’smental hedthinitiative. Grantsareprovided
through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
ServicesAdministration, Center for Mental Hedlth
Services.

WRAPAROUND CONFERENCE

Three NativeAmerican children’'smental hedth
servicegranteesfromthe Northern Plainshavejoined
together under thefacilitation of the Native American
Children & Family ServicesTraining Ingtituteto offer a
wraparound conference. Theconference, “ Keeping
Our Families Together Through the Sacred Hoop,”
will beheld April 26-28, in Albuquerque, New
Mexico.

Youthsand parentswill be presenting at the
conference and have been mgjor contributorsto the
planning process. They will aso be heard fromduring
forumsat the conference. Thethree Native American
granteestesinvolved in planning the conferenceare
the Sacred Child Project (North Dakota); Nagi
Kicopi (“ Cdlingthe Spirit Back™) (OglalaSioux,
South Dakota); and With Eagle’ sWings (Northern
Arapaho, Wind River Reservation, Wyoming). Each
of thethreesitesisusing aform of thewraparound
model to providechildren’smentd hedlth services
through the development of asystem of care.

AMERICAN INDIAN PARENTS TALK
TOGETHER

American Indian parentsand caregiverswill continue
talksin April about starting an organization for Native
American parentswho haveachildwithaserious
emotional disturbance. Thismeetingtook placein
Portland, Oregon, April 5and 8, beforeand after the
Portland State Univergity “Building on Family
Strengths’ conference. Thirty-one Native parents
attended and took part inthetalks.

TheApril Indian parent meeting supported the
consensus of the group that met in Washington, D.C.
last November. There, morethan 60 Native
American parentsand caregivers, along withtwo
youths, met to discusswhether to form an organi zation
of Indian parentswho have childrenwith serious
emotiond disturbances. Further, if they wanted such
an organi zation, they were asked to consider whether
it should beindependent or achapter of the
Federation of Families. Therewasapositive
response by the parentsto theideaof having such an
organization. They expressed adesiretotakethe
information back to their communities, then meet again
at alater date. The November 1999 meeting was
held in conjunction with theannual Federation of
Familiesconferenceand aNative American service
granteemesting.

Earlierin April, asteering committee of Native
American parentsmet in Rapid City. They voted
unanimoudly toform aNative chapter of Federation of
Families. Themeeting in Portland determined that
decisonwassupported. For additional information,
seethearticleon page 6 entitled "NICWA Partners
with Federation of Families."
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TheIndian parentsarefromnine Circlesof Careand
SX servicegrant communities acrossthe country,
including Alaska. Thosestesarerecipientsof grants
to build (or to planfor) asystem of caretofacilitate
thededlivery of mental hedlth servicesto Indian children
with seriousemotional disturbanceandtheir families.
Parentsattended the Portland conference under the
sponsorship of the Federation of Families, Portland
StateUniversity or their local grant sites. April 6-8,
they attended the conference with parents, staffsand
collaborative partnersfrom other Center for Mental
Hedlth Servicesgrant communities.

NICWA and Portland State University have
collaborated to build an Indian track into the* Building
on Family Strengths’ agenda. Therewerefour
workshopsfocused on Native concernsand interests.

Currently, thereare45 CMHS service granteesand
nine CMHSCirclesof Care (planning) grantees. Six
of the45 servicegrantsare being operatedin Indian
Country. TheCirclesof Caregranteesarefrom
federdly acknowledged tribes, triba organizationsor
urban Indian organizationsthat are anonprofit
corporate body situated in an urban centersand
governed by aboard of directors of whom at least 51
percent are American Indian/AlaskaNativesand
providefor the participation of al interested Indian
groupsandindividuas.

The BIA & NICWA Join Forces for
Child Abuse Prevention Month

April isChild Abuse Prevention Month. Thisyear the
Bureau of Indian Affairsand theNational Indian Child
WEelfare Association havejoined forcesin an effort to
help increase awareness and providetool sfor the
prevention of child abuseand neglectin Indian
communities. Together thetwo agenciescreated a
packet of resources, ideasand information that assist
peoplein preventing child abuseintheir community.
Watch for the packet to arrivein your child welfare
program, IHSclinic, Head Start program, tribal
school, and triba |eader'soffice during April.

Target Stores gave agenerousdonation of $5,000 so
that acopy of our curriculum Grassroots Prevention
of Child Abuse and Neglect in Indian Communities
could beincluded inthe packet. The National
Clearinghouse on Child Abuse, Child Neglect, and
Child Wdfareincludedtheir information aswell.

Two formsin the packet ask for your feedback. We
hopeyouwill takeamoment andfill out theseforms
or contact the peopl e requesting your feedback. We
want to be aware of the activities, programsand
effortsthat you have goinginyour community. These
formshelp usdeterminewhat information and
resourcesareimportant to you and the number of
peoplethisinformation affects.

NATIONAL TRIBAL
TITLEIV-EFOSTER CARE CONFERENCE

“Gaining Equal Access.
Making IV-E Work for Our People

June 7-9, 2000

Black Bear Casino & Hotel
Carlton, Minnesota
For Registration I nformation

Call (503) 222-4044

NATIONAL INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ASSOCIATION
Portland, Oregon
http://www.nicwa.org
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April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month

CALENDAR

Health Promotion Programs, TheUniver sity of
Oklahoma'sWellness& Women Annual Conference,
" Leading Our Childrenwith GentleFFootsteps’

May 8-13, 2000, Portland, OR

Contact: (405) 325-1790

" Empowering Tribal FamiliesintheNew Millennium,"
presented by Dept. of Health and Human Services

May 16-18, 2000, Minneapolis, MN

Contact: (703) 524-8184

Gaining Equal Access: Making I V-E Work for Our
People: A National Tribal Title1V-E Foster Care
Conference

June 7-9, 2000, Carlton, MN

Contact: NICWA (503) 222-4044

Reclaiming Youth I nternational, Black HillsSeminars
2000, " Reclaiming Challenging Youth

7th Annual Conference"

June 24-28, 2000, Sioux Falls, SD

Contact; (800) 647-5244

19th Annual " Protecting Our Children" National
ConferenceOn Child Abuseand Neglect

April 22-25, 2001 Anchorage, AK

Contact NICWA, (503) 222-4044

Montana, continued from page 5.

The case centered on anon-Indian couplein Bozeman,
Montanawho had temporary custody of a2 year-old
Indian child. The couplewanted to adopt thechild
whom had been intheir homefor twoyearsandtold
the court that they werein the best positionto carefor
thechild who they claimed may beat risk for Fetal
Alcohol Effect. They asoclaimed that removing the
child from themand placing thechildwithan Indian
relativein Oregon who was availablewould causethe
child severetrauma.

The"good cause" exceptionto the |[CWA hasbeenthe
subject of much debatein state courtsin severa parts
of thecountry. For tribal governments, theissue has
been theinappropriate use of the"good cause”
exceptionto |CWA tolimit their involvement in child
custody proceedingsand alow non-Indianfamiliesto
befoster or adoptive homesto Indian children.
ExpertsinIndian child welfareare hopeful that the
Montana Supreme Court decisonwill help clarify the
intended use of good causein futureIndian child
welfarecases. For moreinformation onthiscase,
contact David Simmonsat (503) 222-4044 or goto the
following Website for an articlein the March 29, 2000
issue of Indian Country Today ( http://www.indian
country.com/arti cles/headline-2000-3-29-2.shtml).




