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CALENDAR

19th Annual " Protecting Our Children" National
ConferenceOn Child Abuseand Neglect
Thisyearsthemeis"Building a Spirit of Cooperation
to Protect Our Children." Deadlinefor submission of
call for presentations proposalsis Nov. 6, 2000.
April 22-25, 2001: Anchorage, AK

Contact: NICWA, (503) 222-4044

National Indian Education Association (NI1EA) 31st
Annual Convention

October 28-November 1, 2000: Sioux Falls, SD

NIEA Indian Education L egidativel mpact Week 2001
March 24-28, 2001: Washington, DC

Contact: NIEA, (703) 838-2870

Www.niea.org

National Congressof American Indians(NCAI)
Annual Session

November 12-17, 2000: St. Paul, MN

Contact: NCAI, (202) 466-7767

www.ncai.org

The13th National Conferenceon Child Abuse
and Neglect

April 23-28, 2001: Albuquerque, NM

Contact: Pal_-Tech, Inc., (703) 528-0435

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PORTLAND, OR
PERMIT NO. 567

NATI VE AMERI CAN BONE
MARROW REG STRY

Each year, morethan 30,000 peopleare diagnosed
withlife-threatening blood diseases such asleukemia
and aplasticanemia. For mogt, their only hopefor a
cureisatransplant of healthy marrow from someone
who matchestheir marrow type. TheNational
Marrow Donor Program maintainsacomputerized
registry of volunteerswilling to donate marrow to
peoplewith diseases curablewith amarrow
transplant. When patientscannot find amatched
donor intheir families, they searchtheNMDP
registry. Becausemarrow typeisinheritedinthe
sameway ashair and eye color, aperson’sbest
chanceof finding amatched donor iswith people of
thesameracia or ethnic background. Today, more
than ever, thereisan urgent need for volunteer
marrow donorsfromthe American Indian and Alaska
Native communities. To becomeabonemarrow
donor or to find out more information contact Eudora
Carter, BoneMarrow Donor Registry, toll freeat 1-
800/266-4033 Ext. 1863.
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Affairsand had earlier redlty experiencewith the
Bureau inthe North Dakotaand South Dakota
offices. ShecametousfromthePortland Area
Indian Health Board and we' re so happy shedid!
Lilaisamember of the CheyenneRiver Sioux Tribe
and enjoysreading and weekend jauntswith her
husband, Butch, intheir RV.

Lynn Delorme, amember of the TurtleMountain
ChippewaTribe, joined the staff in September asan
adminigrativeass stant inthe community devel opment
department. Shehaslotsof administrative experience
and hasworked for various|ndian organizationsin the
Portland area, most recently with the Portland Area
Indian Health Board. Shereceived aMaster of
Public Administration: Health Administration degree
and iscontinuing her education by attending law
school night classesat Lewisand Clark College. She
hopesto speciadizein health carelaw, Internet law or
domedticviolencelaw. When shehastime, Lynn
lovesflower gardening, reading and being with her
friends.

Thelast positionintheresearch and policy
department wasfilled when Jody Becker-Green,

M SW, was hired asthe research coordinator in
September. Jody hashad extensive experience
coordinating research projectsfor the Human
ServicesResearch Ingtitutein Salem, Oregon, aswell
aslegidativework related to child welfare, mental
health, substance abuse, TANF, and juvenilejustice
for the State of Utah Department of Human Services.

GusAbeita, aLagunaPueblo, isjoining NICWA in
the Community Development Speciaist postion
effective October 16. GushasaMaster of Socia
Work degreeandisalicensed Alcohol and Drug
Abuse Counselor inthe State of New Mexico. Heis
moving from Albuquerquewhereheiscurrently
employed at the Albuguerque Indian Center. Gushas
an extensive background in mental healthand acohol
and drug programs, and he hasbeeninstrumental in
brokering and linking tribal communities. Gusis
activein community servicework, whichwill bean
added bonusfor NICWA and the Portland
community.

ICWA Video Plans Underway

A group of trainers, experienced in presenting on the
Indian Child WelfareAct of 1978, gathered recently in
Portland, Oregonto participatein aday long “think
tank.” They werejoined by two Native American
videograhers, who have between them animpressive
list of film and video projectsonrelevant Indian
Country subjects.

Thethink tank was conducted under the asepsis of the
National Indian Children’sAlliance; acollaborative
effort of the Casey Family Program and NICWA. The
video project isthe centerpiece of aset of projectsthat
havetheoverall god of bringing about greater
understanding of and wider compliancewiththelndian
ChildWelfareAct.

In attendance were: Gary Peterson, NICWA Board of
Directors, ChrisWallen, Minnesotalndian Women's
Resource Center; Bert Hirsch, Attorney at Law; Annie
Frazier-Henry, Full RegadiaProductions, Ltd.; Bev
Hauptli, Hauptli Productions; Robin Freedman, Casey
Family Programs, PhyllisBigpond, Denver Indian
Family Resource Center; Tom Graham, Portland State
University; and NICWA staff members Terry Cross,
Kathy Deserly, Larry Douglas, and Mary Mc Nevins.

Three questionsfocused the brainstorming and
ddiberations. Thefirst questionwas, “Training people
about the| CWA—What arethe universal questions,
mythsandissues?’ The second question, “What
would bethefocusof thisvideo—topics, people,
groups—what would yield themost valueand return?’
wasdiscussed next. Thefinal questionwas.
“Digtribution and Marketing—how to havethe greatest
impact with thisnew tool 7’

Carewastaken to captureall of theideas, suggestions,
and conceptsdevel oped during the session. Several
common themesemerged that will help guide the script
and production work in the coming months. Current
plansareto havethevideo availablefor circulationin
thefall of 2001.
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Permanency, continued.

»  Sovereignty, Child Welfare, and Government to
Government Rel ations—Thissession discussed
| CWA complianceand sovereignty issuesasthey
relateto IV-E and ASFA compliance.
Strategiesfor improving |CWA complianceand
maintaining sovereignty inthefaceof ‘ outsde
regulationswere shared.

» Historica Perspectivesand ICWA—Thissession
discussed | CWA compliancetoday, with
facilitatorsbrainstorming with participants
srategiesfor improving |CWA compliance (such
astraining for stateworkers, networking
between dlies, and creating statewidetribal
advisory boards).

Teamswere also asked to create an action planto
returnto their communitieswith. Participants
identified asmall issuefrom their plan that was
exciting and immediateto them that they could
achieveinamonth. Then participantscommitted to
doingit.

Through theseactivitiesand informationa sessions,
participants|earned tool sto implement the safety and
permanency provisionsof ASFA whilesuccessfully
meeting the mandatesof ICWA, built consensuson
themeaning of permanency in the context of
American Indian culture, and examined ICWA asa

permanency policy.

NICWA CONTINUES ITS
EXPANSION

InlateAugust, NICWA finaly movedinto alarger
gpacein order to accommodate the additional staff
who have comeon boardinthelast few months, as
well asthefollowing new hireswhomwewelcomed
most recently:

K athy Deser ly started in mid-June asacommunity
devel opment specidistinthecommunity
development department. Shewill bedevoting most
of her timeto providing technical assistancerelated
to permanency issuesin variouscontracts. Some

may remember Kathy working for NICWA afew years
ago before sheresignedin 1996 to work asthe State of
Montana's| CWA Speciaist. We're so happy to have
Kathy workingfor usagain!!

Another June hirewas Celeste (CeCe) Whitewalf,
whowasalso recruited for acommunity development
specialist position. CeCecomesto uswithawide
range of experiencefrom her many yearsasan attorney
specidizinginIndianlaw withrepresentationinfamily
law and probate cases and, most recently, her work
with theNorthwest Portland Arealndian Health

Board’'s Cancer Control Project. Sheisamember of
the Confederated Tribes of the UmatillaReservation
and enjoystraveling, sewing and beadworking.

Severd adminigtrative positionswerefilledin Juneand
July. Kristen Potts, aPit River/Maidu, washired as
thelogisticsass stant for the community devel opment
department. Kristen cameto usfromtheMorrison
Center Child & Family Servicesand hasalso worked
for the American Indian Association of Portland. Sheis
adevoted mom, avid pow-wow participant and known
for her cheerful persondity andbigsmile! Kevin
Palme started with NICWA asatemporary
receptionist, but was soon hired asalogistics assistant
inthe policy and research department replacing Kelly
Mitchell whensheresignedin July. Besideshis
adminigtrative background, Kevinisan accomplished
artist who likeshiking, backpacking and enjoyinglife
with hisfiancée, Harli, and their dog, Bella. Shannon
Romer o rounded out thelogi stics assi stant team when
shewashiredin July towork intheinformation and
training department. Shannonwasmost recently a
customer servicerepresentativefor U.S. Bancorpin
their online banking department and hasa so had
Secretariad experienceworking with variousindian
programsin Caifornia Shannon’sfamily isahigh
priority for her, especialy her toddler son, Darian. She
shed so enjoysgolfing, playing basketba | and working
onart projects. Shannonis Paiute and Taos Pueblo.

When Kevin Palme moved out of thereceptionist
position, LilaL aDuewashired permanently to replace
him. Lilaworked many yearsasasupervisory realty
specialist for the Portland AreaBureau of Indian
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ATTENTION FEDERAL
EMPLOYEES!

NICWA knowsfederal employeesmakeadifference
to Indian children. Wewant you to know that you
make adifferenceto NICWA aswell. Sofar this
year federal employeeshave contributed over
$20,000to NICWA activitiesthrough payroll
deductionsand donationsto the Combined Federal
Campaign. Thank you!

Your contributionsmakeit possiblefor NICWA to
improvethelivesof Indian childrenandfamilies
through training for workers, increased funding for
programsand building effective community based
sarvices. Thefall campaigniscomingup. Please
contribute by choosing NICWA to makeyour
contribution work for Indian children.

Permanency, Continued from page 1.

Representativesof the Casey Divisonswereinvited as
well asregional staff.

The purpose of theforumsisto provide handson
assistanceto tribesand states on planning to
implement the safety and permanency provisionsof
ASFA while successfully meeting the mandates of
ICWA. Theforumshavebuilt aconsensusonthe
meaning of permanency inthecontext of American
Indian culture and examined | CWA asapermanency

policy.

During thetwo and ahalf day forums, participantsare
led through many activitiesand attended informational
sessions. For example, participantsat the previous
forumswere asked to createavisua picture of their
tribe's(team’s) child welfarejourney intheformof a
river for oneactivity. Thegoal of thisactivity wasto
set the context for improving permanency outcomes
for children. Theactivity wasdesigned to helpteams
look at the history of wherethey’ ve been and where
they aregoinginthefuture. It also gavetribesthe
opportunity to sharetheir unique experiencesand
godls.

Speakersat theforumsal so covered important
information such asthehistory of childwelfareinthe

U.S., and an explanation of the provisionsof the
Adoption and Safe FamiliesAct. Inaddition,
culturally specificissueswereexamined. Theforums
discussed permanency froman Indian cultura point of
view. Speakersexamined thedominant paradigmand
related practice of modern socid work, and examined
the consequences of applying thiswestern mode to
Indianfamilies. Anaternate AmericanIndian
paradigm with related practiceswas offered, and
recommendationswere madethat thisparadigm/
practice be applied to achievethebest resultsfor
AmericanIndianfamilies.

Participants al so attended a series of breakout
sessions. Thesesessionsweredesignedtogive
participantsarange of informationthey could bring
back and usein their communities.

Sessiontopicsareoutlined bel ow:

»  Concurrent Planning—T hissesson discussed the
definition and spirit of concurrent planning, how to
use concurrent planning, and theimportance of
policy inthe concurrent planning process.

»  Family Group Decison Making and Kinship
| ssues—Thissession provided an overview of the
family group decison making modelsand
discussed thelogigticsof family group decison
making, both the stepsfor successand barriersto
use.

* ASFA/ICWA Rdationships—Thissessonmainly
discussed how tribes could structuretheir child
welfare programsto bein compliancewith ASFA
and still remain committedtotheir owntribal
practices/serviceddivery.

» ChildWdfareCirclesof Care—Thissessongave
anoverview of thecircleof caremodels,
discussed the characteristics of wrap around
services, and the barriersto implementation of
suchmodels.

* AccessingV-E—ThelV-E sessondiscussed the
eligibility requirementsand criteriafor IV-E, how
IV-E fundswork, and how 1V-E relatesto tribes.

» Engaging Native American Families—Inthis
session, participantsdiscussed common barriers/
frudtrationsaround family involvement, and both
participantsand facilitators offered strategiesfor

ganingfamily involvement. continued next page
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THANK YOU
NEW & RENEWING NICWA MEMBERS& DONORS

Theboard of directorsand staff of the National I ndian Child WelfareAssociation extend our
sincerethankstoyou for your investment in NICWA’smission, goalsand programs. If, at
any time, you have questionsregar ding your member ship, or if wecan beof servicetoyou,
pleasecall usat (503) 222-4044. Thank you for your support.

BASIC SUBSCRIPTION ($25-$49)

FRIEND ($50-$100)

ADVOCATE ($100+)

ORGANIZATIONAL/TRIBAL ($100 +)

DONORS

*Board Member

Listing for receiptsfrom  through , 2000
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER CON-
FERENCE REJOINS NICWA
WITH INTERTRIBAL VOICES
OF CHLDREN AND FAMIIES
AND THE FEDERATION OF
FAMIIES FOR CHILDREN’S
MENTAL HEALTH

Last November over 60 Native American parents,
eldersand adol escents attended the Native American
tract of theannual conference put on by the
Federation of Familiesfor Children’'sMental Hedlth.
Thiswasthefirst timethisconferencehad aNative
Americantract. Training ondeveloping policy and
advocacy skillsgeared specifically towardsNative
parentswas offered at the conference. NICWA and
the Indian Health Service sponsored the Native
participantsattendance.

It wasduring this conferencethat the need for a
national Native American voiceto addressthe needs
of Native childrenwith menta health problems
becameclear. At afollow-up meetingin Portland,
Oregonin April 2000, the attending group of Native
parentsorganized themsdlvesinto the I ntertribal
Voicesof Children and Families, and the national
voicebecamearedity.

Intertribal Voicesof Childrenand Families(ITV) has
met several times. They havedevel oped their mission
statement, goal's, and objectives. They areinthe
process of developing by-lawsasafirst step towards
achieving 501(c)(3) status.

Thisyear NICWA will sponsor the attendance of 18
Native parents and two teensat the annual Federation
of Familiesconference. Work isbeing donewith I TV
and the Federation of Familiestoward bringing the
Native American voiceto Washington D.C. Along
withtheconferenceactivities, ITV will beholding an
ITV mesting.

Thethemefor 2000 conferenceischildrenwith

mental hedlth chalengesandthejuvenilejustice
system. If youwant to beonthemailinglist for this
event, e-mail Kathryn Mannessat
katmann@nicwa.org or telephone her at the NICWA
office.

For additiond information on Intertribal \Voicesof
Children and Familiescontact MangjaHill, co-
chairperson, at okicile@aol.com.

INDIAN CHILDREN’S MENTAL
HEALTH POLICY

In June 2000 NICWA submitted written testimony to
the Senate Select Committeeon American Indian
Affarsrecommending threechangesinTitleVII
(Behavioral Health Services) of S. 2526 —the
reauthorization of the Indian Hedlth Care
Improvement Act. Thethreerecommendationswere:

1. Incorporatesystemsof carelanguage
throughout TitleVII.

2. Indituteatelepsychiatry programgiving
Indian children throughout the country access
to neuropsychiatry evaluationsthat include,
when necessary, the use of the most modern
technology.

3. Revampthementd heath/socid servicesMIS
(management information system).

NICWA staff also met with Aurene Miller, the (check
title) for thiscommittee. Ms. Miller responded with
interest to our information and particularly totheidea
of atelepsychiatry programwhichwould maximize
accesstovita servicesat aminimal cost.

In mid October NICWA staff will beattending the
Nationa Indian Health Board meetingin Sesttle,
Washington, and presenting their proposed changesto
TitleVII.

For thefull text of thetestimony go to the NICWA
web site. For questions, call Kathryn Mannessat the
NICWA officeor e-mail her at katmann@nicwa.org.
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Advocacy, continued.

working in partnership, that areinvolved in thesetypes
of services. Specificaly, thelegidation authorizesthe
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human
Servicesto reservenot lessthan 3 percent and not
morethan 5 percent for direct alocation to tribal
governmentswith approved plans.

Thepurposeof thelegidationistoimprovethe
capacity of childwelfareand a cohol and substance
abuse agenciesto addressthe needsof familieswho
comeintothechildwefaresystem. Currently, there
arenofedera funding streamsthat specifically address
alcohol and substance abuseissuesinthechild welfare
population, eventhough amgority of familiesinthe
child welfare system experience these problems.
Besidesproviding new fundinginthisarea, the
legidationwould emphasize greater collaboration
between child welfare and a cohol and substance
abusetreatment providers. Moretimely assessment,
treatment and prevention would also bekey themesin
servicessupported by thislegidation. Atthispoint no
hearingsonthebill arescheduled, but it will becritica
for tribesto voicetheir position onthelegidationtothe
sponsorsof thebill andtribal congressional
representativesthisyear and next.

A copy of S. 2435 can be accessed by goingtothe
NICWA website under the policy section at
www.nicwa.org or by calling Kevin Pameat (503)
222-4044.

INDIAN HEALTH CARE
IMPROVEMENT ACT
HEARINGS HELD

Thelndian Health Care Improvement Actisbeing
reauthorized thisyear. Thelaw providesauthorization
and funding for avariety of health-related servicesfor
tribal governmentsand urban Indian headlthclinics. A
few sectionsof thelaw relateto mental health services
for Indian people, including Indian children. Hearings
wereheldinWashington, D.C. inthe Senate Russdll
Office Building, on July 26 andin Bismarck, North
Dakotaon August 4. Additional hearingsmay be
scheduled for next year, but no dates have been set.

Children’smental healthisoneareaof theAct that
would benefit from moreattention. The current
reauthorization billsdo not have comprehensive
strategiesfor addressing children’smental hedlth
issues. Complicationspreventing further
enhancementsin menta health servicesfor Indian
childrenincludealack of basefunding, poor data
collection on mentd health servicesfor Indian children
by theIndian Hedlth Service, and funding requirements
that makeit difficult to provide culturally-appropriate
services.

NICWA devel oped testimony for the hearingsfocused
onthemental health needsof Indian children. Itis
available upon request by calling Kevin Pameat (503)
222-4044.

On September 27, 2000, The Senate Select
Committeeon American Indian Affairsworked with
S. 2526 and incorporated several of the
recommendations NICWA proffered. The Committee
added systemsof carelanguagein several places.
They dsoincluded: “... Shdl includediagnostic
services utilizing, when gppropriate, neuropsychiatric
assessmentswhichincludethe use of themost
advanced technology available; and atelepsychiatry
program that usesexpertsinthefield of pediatric
psychiatry and incorporates assessment, diagnosisand
treatment for children, including those with concurrent
neurologicd disorders”

To obtain acopy of the Senateversion of thelndian
Health Care Improvement Act being considered for
reauthorization, S. 2526, go to http://thomas.loc.gov
and enter thebill number.

Alaska, Continued from page 1.

our children.

For more conferenceinformation please contact Kim
Just, Conference Coordinator, at the National Indian
Child WelfareAssociation, telephone number (503)
222-4044, extension 113. Thedeadlinefor submitting
your call for presentations proposalsisNovember 6,
2000.
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Advocacy, continued.

coverageto youthsages 18 through 20 when they
leavefoster care.

Oneprovison of thenew law dealsspecificaly with
Indianyouth. Thenew law requiresastate, aspart
of itsplan submitted to the Department of Health
and Human Services, to certify that it isserving
Indian childreninthe Independent Living Programto
thesameextent asother childreninthestate. The
bill requiresthe state plantoinclude:

A certification by the chief
executive officer of thestate that
each Indiantribeinthestate has
been consulted about the programs
to be carried out under the plan; that
there have been effortsto coordinate
the programswith such tribes; and
that benefitsand servicesunder the
programswill bemadeavailableto
Indianchildreninthestate onthe
samebasisasother childreninthe
state.

Thelegidation, introduced asH.R. 1802 inthe
House of Representatives, would haverequired
statesto provideindependent living servicesto
Indian children, but would haveonly required the
sateto“inform” tribesof the servicesavailable
under the program and alow tribesthe opportunity
to comment on the proposed state plan.
Representative Hayworth (R-AZ) amended the bill
inthe House Waysand M eans Committeeto require
that the certification not only verify that Indian
children arebeing provided servicesonthe same
basisasother childreninthe state, but al so that
tribeswere consulted on draft plansand that efforts
were madeto work cooperatively onthe program
withtribes.

It will bevery important for tribesto contact their
state offices operating the Independent Living
Program to begin discussionson how to makethe
program more access ble and effectivefor Indian
youth. Requirementssimilar tothishavebeenin
effect for state servicesunder the TitlelV-B

programs (Child Welfare Servicesand Promoting
Safeand Stable Families) and welfarereformfor a

few years, and may provide modelsfor consulting
with statesunder thisprogram.

NICWA will sponsor conferencecallswithtribal,
stateand federal representatives during the months of
September and October. Thesecalswill givetribes
moreinformation about: thetriba provisonsof the
new independent living law; how statesare addressing
tribal needs; and NICWA'sindependent living project.
Thecallswill beregionally based. Noticewill go out
toall tribal child welfare programssoon. Any
guestionsregarding these calls can be answered by
Nicole Clemens, NICWA staff person, at (503) 222-
4044.

Casey Family Program published agood description
of the Foster Care Independence Act of 1999 called
“Frequently Asked Questions About the Foster Care
Independence Act of 1999 and The John H. Chafee
Foster Care Independence Program.” Toobtaina
copy, call (206) 282-7300 and ask for ElenalLamont
or e-mail elamont@casey.org. NICWA isalso
publishinga“How To” document onissuesfor tribes
and Indian youth under thisnew law. Thepublication
will beavailablein October on our websiteand asa
bound document. Contact Nicole Clemensat
NICWA for moreinformation onthispublication.

SENATE BILLWOULD FUND
TRIBAL CHILD PROTECTION
AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE
PARTNERSHIPS

On April 13, 2000 abill wasintroduced, S. 2435,
that would amend Title1V-B of the Social Security
Actto createanew grant that would fund partnerships
and services between child welfare and substance
abuse agencies. Theorigina co-sponsorsinclude
Senators Snowe (R-ME), Rockefdler (D-WV),
Dewine(R-OH) and Dodd (D-CT). Thelegidation
authorizesfunding for stateand triba programs,
continued next page.
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Advocacy, continued.

have benefited, and the agreementshave proven
problematicin many cases, for both statesand tribes.

S. 1478 containsthefollowing provisons:

* Providesreimbursement for TitlelV-E servicesto
tribal placementsof Indian childrenintriba foster
and adoptive homesthat meet Title I V-E eigibility
requirements.

* Authorizestriba governmentsto receivedirect
funding for theadministration of thelV-E
program.

» Recognizestriba standardsfor foster home
licenang.

* Allowsthe Secretary of the Department of Hedlth
and Human Servicestheflexibility to modify the
requirementsof theTitlelV-E law for tribes, if
those requirementsare not in the best interests of
Indian children.

» Allowsthe Secretary of the Department of Hedlth
and Human Servicesto modify TitleIV-E
matching fund requirementsin recognitionthat
tribes, unlike states, have not previously received
funding to buildthetypeof serviceddivery
systemsavailableto the states, and permitsother
federal and state fundsto be used for any required
triba match.

» Continuestorecognizeexistingtribal-gate Title
IV -E agreements and the devel opment of new
agreements.

S. 1478 hasreceived broad support within Indian
Country with resolutions supporting the bill coming
fromthe National Congressof American Indians,
Affiliated Tribesof Northwest Indians, and the United
South and Eastern Tribes. Thebill hasaso received
favorablereviewsfrom nativevillagesin Alaska, tribes
inCalifornia, Oklahoma, Montana, the Navajo Nation
and many other tribes. What isneeded now isfor
tribal governmentsto becomeactively involvedin
notifying their membersof Congressof their position
onthislegidation and how it canimprovethelivesof
childrenintheir communities. Thebiggest chdlengeto
passageof thebill hasbeenfinding federa funding
that could offset the cost of offering the programto
tribesand Indian childrenunder their jurisdiction

(approximately $250 million over 5years). This
obstacle can beovercomeif moretribesvoicetheir
support for thebill.

Toaccessacopy of S. 1478 and adescription of its
provisions, go to the NICWA website under the
policy page at www.nicwa.org or call Kevin Palmeat
(503) 222-4044.

TRIBAL OPPORTUNITY IN
INDEPENDENT LIVING
PROGRAM EXPANSION

The Foster Care IndependenceAct of 1999 (PL.
106-169) was enacted in December 1999. Thehill
includesanew requirement regarding state servicesto
Indianyouth.

The primary purpose of the Foster Care
Independence Act isto reform and expand the

I ndependent Living program which hasbeen renamed
The John H. Chafee Foster Care | ndependence
Programin honor of thelate Senator. Thisprogramis
authorized under TitlelV-E of the Socia Security Act
andisdesignedto help childreninfoster care prepare
to becomeindependent oncethey transition out of
foster careat age 18.

Thelaw doublestheannual funding provided for the
Independent Living Programto $140 million (a
capped entitlement) and expands servicesto youths,
ages 18 through 20, who haveleft foster care.
Among the many servicesprovided under the program
areasd stancein obtaining ahigh school diploma,
career counsdling, educationandjobtraining, living
ills, preventive hedlth activities, and mentor
programs. Inaddition, thebill offersnew assistance
with room and board expensesfor youths between
ages 18 and 21 after leaving foster care.

Thelaw also authorizes services— education,
counseling, and preparation for post-secondary
education— to younger children who are deemed
likely to still bein foster care at age 18. The hill
also givesstatesthe optionto provide Medicaid
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ADVOCACY

NCAI HOSTS ICWA FORUM AT
2000 MID-YEAR CONFERENCE:
FOLLOW-UP MEETING TO
TAKE PLACE

Movement inthisCongressonthe| CWA
amendmentsin S. 1213 hasnot occurred and likely
will not occur until tribal leadershavehad an
opportunity to meet again and discussthefuture of
theamendments. Last fal at theNational Congress
of American Indians(NCAI) Annual Conventionin
Palm Springsit became apparent that sometribes
wereuncomfortablewith partsof thebill. They were
asking for moretimetoreview it. Nonetheless,
resolutionsdid pass at the convention supporting S.
1213 and establishing anational tribal leaderstask
forceon ICWA.

TheTask Force hasmet viaconference call and was
present at ameeting hosted by NCAI in February.
Atthemesting, Jill Petersof Senator McCain'sstaff
told attendeesthat Senator M cCain would not move
thebill ahead until he better understood tribal
concernswiththebill. Inaddition, it wasdecided that
ameeting of al thetribesshould be scheduled to
examineissueswith S. 1213 and ICWA
implementation overal. Inresponse, anICWA
Forumwasheld on June 25 at the Juneau Convention
Center in Juneau, Alaskain connectionwithNCAI’s
Mid-Year Conference.

At the|CWA Forum, meeting participants heard
discussionson: thehistory of legidativeattemptsin
Congressto correct ICWA implementation problems;
thelocal strategiestribeshave utilized for addressing

| CWA implementation problems; and possible
strategiesfor addressingissueswith S. 1213 and
other ICWA implementationissues. Participantsal so
heard reportson | CWA discussionsin severd
regions.

M eeting participantsagreed to afollow-up
meeting that would be sponsored by NCAI, the
National Indian Child WelfareAssociation and the
Inter-Tribal Council of Arizona. Themeeting date
and location hasyet to bedecided, but itislikely to
occur duringtheNCAI Annua Conventionin
Minnegpolisin mid-November or in January during
NCAI'sTriba Leader Legidative Strategy Session.
Themeeting will be open. Tribesareencouragedto
hold regional discussonson S. 1213 and other
|CWA implementationissuesprior to attending this
follow-up meeting. NCAI will forward information
onthedate, location and purpose of the meeting to
tribal governmentsasit becomesavailable.

For acopy of S. 1213 and adescription of its
provisions, call NCAI or gotothe Nationa Indian
ChildWelfareAssociation’s(NICWA) website under
the policy pageat www.nicwa.org or call NICWA
staff member Kevin Pameat (503) 222-4044.

TRIBAL FOSTER CARE BILL
STILL UNDER
CONSIDERATION

Bill S. 1478, abill that would allow tribesto operate
federal foster care programs, isstill being considered
by Congressfor thelegidativeyear 2000. The
program, TitlelV-E Foster Care and Adoption
Assistance, hasbeeninaccessibleto most tribal
governmentsdueto an oversight by Congressthat
makesthemindigibleto apply for and administer the
programdirectly. Consequently, triba children
placed infoster care by tribal agenciesand courtsare
indigiblefor thefederal reimbursement for the
servicesrendered to them provided by TitleIV-E.
TitlelV-E providesreimbursement for amultitude of
basic foster care and adoption assistance services
and at over $5 hillioneach year isthelargest federally
funded child welfareprogram. Sometribeshave
been ableto tap into the program through agreements
with statesthat operateit, but only about 50 tribes

continued next page
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NICWA BOARD SELECTS NEW
LEADERSHIP AND PREPARES
FORTHEFUTURE

EloiseKing, of the Confederated Tribesof the Colville Reservation,
was elected to atwo year term as president of the NICWA Board
of Directors. Kingwasafounding board member and served as
Boardvicepresdent for six years. DonneFleagle, of The Tanana
ChiefsConferencewill serveasvicepresdent. Delores Greyeyes
of the Navajo Nation was el ected Secretary. Dan Gargan wasre-
elected Treasure. Gary Peterson, who served asthe Board
President for 13 years, will assumethe position of Chairpersonfor
the NICWA Board'sPolicy Committee. “Hisskillful leadership has
alwayskept ustogether and kept usstrong,” said Eloise. “Weare
grateful for hispassion and dedication to NICWA and our children.”

Thenew officerswill gather for an orientation meeting in October
whichwill focuson officer and board devel opment and training.
NICWA isthreeand ahalf yearsintoitscurrent fiveyear plan. In
November the board will adopt aprocess and scheduleto develop
the next fiveyear plan by April 2002. 1n July, NICWA board
members met at ajoint board and staff retreat to examinethe
progresson NICWA's current five-year plan aswell astheimpact of
recent growth and change. Board membersexpressed pleasureand
gratitudefor thequality of NICWA'swork, the positive progress
toward our goals, and the skills of the staff.

NICWA MOVES TO NEW OFFICE SPACE

By now most NICWA Newsreaders have received achange of
addresscard for NICWA. Staff are now settled inand appreciating
theincreased space. NICWA morethan doubled itsfloor spaceto
accommodate the recent, planned growth. Both officeand meeting
gpaceisabundant. Atthefirst staff meetingsinthenew location,
staff laughed and joked about NICWA's old space, where someone
had to leave the conferenceroomin order for everyoneto stand for
amoment of prayer to begin meetings.

Themovealso provided an opportunity to upgrade NICWA's
telephonesand computer network. Despite someminor glitches,
NICWA isnow up and running with al systems. Theexecutive
director ispleased with the professional ook of thespaceandis
now glad he gave up theideaof bunk desks. Anopenhouseis
planned for the holiday season. Watch for details.
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Permanency Planning and American Indian

Children: Strategic
Action Forums

The Child Welfare League of American (CWLA),
and the National Resource Center on Permanency
Planning (NRCPP) have co-sponsored aseries of
grategic action forumswith thetheme* Renewing
Our Commitment to Permanency for Children.” The
purpose of theseforumshasbeento assist statesin
wisdly implementing the permanency mandatesof the
Adoptions Safe FamiliesAct of 1997 (ASFA). Until
now, they havenot focused ontribal childwelfare
programsor therel ationship between the mandates
of thelndian Child WelfareAct and ASFA. The
Casey Family Program and NICWA havejoined
CWLA and NRCPPto sponsor aseriesof Strategic
Action Forumsspecifically desgnedfor triba child
welfare programsand state |CW speciaists.

Thefirst suchforum, atwo and ahalf day session,
washeldin Denver, Coloradoin May 2000 and was
attended by teamsfrom two states, Montanaand
South Dakota. Thesecond forumwasheldin
Grande Ronde, Oregon, in July and was attended by
teamsfrom Oregon and Idaho. Two moreforumsto
beheldin Alaskaand Arizonaare scheduled for
November.

Theteamsattending thefirst two forums consisted of
variouscombinationsof thechild welfaredirectorsof
eachtribe, atribal leader, atribal court
representative, aloca public child welfare contact
person, and the state | CWA specialist.

See Certification, page 9.

North to Alaska Call is Issued

“Building aSpirit of Cooperationto Protect Our
Children” isthethemefor the 19" Annua “ Protecting
Our Children” Nationa American Indian Conference
on Child Abuseand Neglect, whichwill beheldin
Anchorage, Alaska, from April 22-25, 2001. A call
for presentationsfor thisyears conference hasbeen
malled.

Thethinking behind thisyears conferencethemeisthat
Indian children, familiesand communitiesall benefit
when partnerships areformed between programs,
agencies, tribes, and states. Successful collaborations
need to be showcased so that othersmay learn and
possibly modd their achievementsafter theseteam
effortsto strengthen Indian families. The*Protecting
Our Children” conferenceisdesignedto: help
participants|earn about new approaches; showcase
programs, demondtrate creativefunding

opportunities; celebrate successful interventions; andto
rejuvenate participantswith old and new friends.
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