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Circles of Care

QGrantees

In early October the Center for Mental Health Ser-
vices(CMHS), Substance Abuse and Mental Health
ServicesAdminigration (SAMHSA) officialy an-
nounced the Circlesof Caregrantees.

TheCirclesof Caregrant was offered on acompeti-
tivebasisto federally acknowledged tribesand tribal
organizations. Urban Indian organizationswereaso
eligibleto apply if they werenon-profit, provided for
the participation of all interested Indian groupsand
individuasintheir area, and who weregoverned by a
board of directorscomprised of at least 51 percent
AmericanIndian/AlaskaNatives.

Thegrant’savailability, announced by SAMHSA, in
collaborationwith Indian Health ServicesMental
Health Programs Branch, wasmade publicinthe
Federal Register on January 20, 1998. Congratula
tionsto thefollowing granteeson thereceipt of their
new Circlesof Careaward:

Announced

v CheyenneRiver Soux Tribe,
EagleButte, South Dakota
v Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma,
Durant, Oklahoma
v FarbanksNative Association,
Fairbanks, Alaska
v Feather River Triba Hedlth,
Oroville, Cdifornia
v Firgt Nations Community Health Sources,
Albuquerque, New Mexico
v InCareNetwork, Billings, Montana
v Intertribal Council of Michigan,
Sault St. Marie, Michigan
v OgladaSoux Tribe, PineRidge,
South Dakota
v Urban Indian Health Board,
Oakland, Cdifornia
NICWA will providetechnica assistancefor program
development to the Circlesof Caregrantees. The
Nationa Center for American Indian and Alaska
See Circles, page 7.

WOr kshops | nvi t ed!

Thecall for workshop presentationsfor the 17" Annual “ Protecting Our Chil-
dren” Conference hasbeen mailed to tribesand Indian programsacrossthe
country according to NICWA Vice President and Conference Chair, EloiseKing.

“Potential workshop presenters are encouraged to contemplatethisyear's 2
conferencetheme, whichis* Protecting our Children Through Honoring Our
Traditions when organizingtheir proposals,” shesaid. Deadlinefor mailing
proposalsisDecember 1, 1998. A six-person selection panel will read, score
and report on the appropriateness of each proposal. Thetop 36 workshops
selected will benotified inwriting beforethe end of December.

April 12-14 arethe dates of the 1999 event. The conference headquarters hotel
isthe Radisson South Hotel and Towersin Minnegpolis, Minnesota. Thisisthe
thirdtimein recent yearsthat thisevent hasbeen held at thisfacility, themost
recent beingin 1995. “Werotatethe site of the conferenceyearly to thefour
regionsof thecountry with significant Indian populationsand ICW programs.
That way, we are ableto make attendance convenient for more of the profession-
alsand programsat least every four years,” King pointed out.
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Sincethelast issue of NICWA News our board of directors has met
twice. OnAugust 22, they met in Portland, approved arevised
budget ($1,384,305 for FY 99), revised plansfor our year 2000
conferenceand elected officers. Gary Peterson, President; Eloise
King, Vice President; and Dan Gargan, Treasurewereall re-elected
to serve another two-year term. JamesK napp waselected to the
position of Secretary, replacing Elizabeth Redbear, who had been
appointed tofill the unexpired term of Margaret Jose, who | eft the
board last year. James' election as Secretary comesat animportant
timeasthejob takeson moreresponsibility for thebusinessof the
board. Congratulationsto all NICWA officersonyour el ection.

On October 18 theboard met in Myrtle Beach, South Carolinaat the
beginning of TheNational Congressof American Indians (NCALI)
annual convention. Board membersreviewed plansfor anew project
designed toinform Indian parents about the I ndividua swith Disabili-
tiesEducation Act. Board membersengaged in adiscussionregard-
ing NICWA'supcoming conference and itstheme. It wasdecided
that with the themefocused on"Honoring our Traditions,” weneed to
include peoplewho work intraditional waysaswell asin-depth
sessionson spirituality and child welfare practice.

Themeeting dsoincluded areview of theyear’slegidativeevents,
devel opment of new advocacy strategiesand abriefing on participa
tionin NCAI committee meetings. Gary Peterson was appointed Co-
Chair of thelndian Child and Family Welfare Subcommittee. In
addition, NICWA wasinvited to enter adialoguewith NCAI on
increasing our work on commonissues. NICWA board member
Ernie Stevens, Jr.isalsoanAreaVice President of NCAI. Ernie
took timefrom hisbusy schedul eto welcome NI CWA to the conven-
tion.

NICWA Enters IDEA Partnership

In October NICWA wasnotified that Pacer Center in Minneapolis
wasawarded fundsfor amgjor project entitled “ The Familiesand
Advocates Partnership for Education: Improving Resultsfor Chil-
dren.” NICWA will soon enter into acontract with the Pacer Center
asoneof the partnerson the project. Thepartnershipwill informand
provide support to familiesand advocateson the Individual swith
DisabilitiesEducationAct (IDEA). NICWA istheonly Indian organi-
zationto datetojoin the partnership.

Oneof our taskswill beto network with other Indian organizations
working on IDEA issues. NICWA will conduct workshopson IDEA,
providetelephone assi stanceto I ndian parentsand advocates seeking
information on IDEA and publish articlesin our newdettersonthe
topic. Thisproject hasanatural connectionto NICWA'swork on
children’smental healthissues. In December, NICWA staff member,
Seathl Ollgaard, and consultant, Carol Iron-RopeHerrera, will attend
thefirst partnership meeting in Minnegpolisfor orientation andtraining.
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ADVOCACY

ICWA Amendments Update

Withlessthan 15 legidative daysl|eftinthe 105"
Congress, Senate and House action ontribal [CWA
amendments(S. 569), whilestill possible, isbecoming
moreremote. The Senate Committeeon Indian
Affairsstaff continuesto work behind the scenesto
clear the path for avote on the Senatefloor, but
concernsraised by Senator Slade Gorton (R-WA)
and other Senators posedifficult challenges.

Evenif the Senatewasableto pass S. 569, the House
|eadership would need to agreeto find room ontheir
schedule. Thiswould requirethat roadblocksinthe
House beremoved beforeavotein the House could
occur. Thechalengesinthe House havebeen even
moredifficult to resolvethanthosein the Senate,
because of opposition by leading Republican members
such as Congresswoman Deborah Pryce (R-OH) and
the Chairman of the House Rules Committee, Con-
gressman Gerad Solomon (R-NY).

Another source of significant oppositionto S. 569is
theNationa Council for Adoption (private agency
adoption advocacy group). They haveactively
lobbied Congressto oppose S. 569 and expressed
their view that | CWA should only apply to on-reser-
vation, involuntary child custody proceedings. This
group hasa so enlisted the help of the National Right
to Life Committee (anti-abortion advocacy group). If
the Senate and House do not pass S. 569 thisyear,
thebill will haveto bere-introduced next year and
start thelegidative processagain in both the Senate
and House (committee hearings, committee votesand
floor votes). Thegood newsisthat wewill still be
under current ICWA law, since no amendmentswould
havebeen passed. Thissituation, however, continues
toleavethe | CWA vulnerableto negative attacksin
the mediaand in the Congress, asmore contested

| CWA cases are cited by | CWA opponents.

Title IV-E Foster Care and Adoption
Update

Assistance  Amendments
Effortsthisyear to passamendmentsto Title1V-E
Foster Careand Adoption Assistance, while not
resulting in changesto thelaw, haveincreased aware-

nessand support for providing benefitsto Indian

children placed out of homeby tribes. Currently, this
open entitlement program only providesreimburse-
ment for servicesto statesand entitiesthat have
agreementswith states. (Approximately 50tribes
have agreementswith states.)

Effortsto educate Congresshave occurred at hearings
in 1997 and 1998 where the National Indian Child
WelfareAssociation (NICWA) and tribeshave
provided testimony to Congressontheneed to
changethelaw sothat tribes can seek direct reim-
bursement for foster care and adoption servicesthey
provide.

Theissues surrounding how to best receivedirect
reimbursement are challenging, based on the complex-
ity of thelaw, diversity intribal infrastructureand the
current attitude of Congressregarding new expendi-
turesof federal funds. Effortsare underway at
NICWA to put together atribal working group onthis
issuetofurther examinetheramificationsfor tribes,
refinethecurrent amendmentsand build momentumin
Indian Country and Congressto make needed
changesinthelaw.

Resol utions supporting thiswork have been passed at
the National Congressof American Indiansand
Affiliated Tribesof Northwest Indians. Congressiond
action onthisissueisprobably over for thisyear, but
with aworking group in place and the groundwork
laid over thelast coupleof years, hopesarehighthat a
positive solution will beworked out next year. If you
areinterested in learning more about thework group,
contact NICWA staff member, David Simmonsby e-
mail at dessmmons@nicwa.org or phone (503) 222-
4044.

BIA Child Welfare Assistance

Regulations Being Revised
TheBIA isworking onrevisionsto the Child Welfare
Assistanceregulationsunder BIA Social Services.
Thisrevisonisoccurring smultaneoudy withthe
revisonstothe General Assistanceregulationsunder
BIA Social Services. Thenew regulationsaregoing
toincorporate areas of new law, such asthe Personal
Responsibility and Work ReconciliationAct (welfare
reform law) and the Adoption and Safe FamiliesAct
of 1997.

A work group with representativesfrom Indian

Country was begun at the National Congress of

American Indians Mid-Year Conferenceandis
Continued, next page.
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Continued from previouis page.

providing input into therevisionsof theseregulations.
Anofficid draft of the Child WelfareAssistance
regulationsisexpected out very soonfor tribes, with
the publishing of aNotice of Public RuleMaking
(NPRM) expectedin November. TheNPRM
providesa90-day public comment period beforethe
publishing of thefinal regulations. NICWA isworking
on obtaining acopy and will developananadysisas
soonaspossible. If youwant to provide commentsor
would likeadraft of thesefor review, contact Larry
Blair, Chief of theBIA Socia ServicesDivisonat
(202) 208-2721.

Draft Adoption and Safe
Families Act Regulations
Published

The Adminigtrationfor Childrenand Families pub-
lished aNoticeof Public RuleMaking (NPRM) inthe
Federal Register on September 18 that provides
draft guidance on new requirementsfor state and tribal
TitlelV-B and TitlelV-E grantees. Many of these
new requirementswere authorized under the Adoption
and Safe FamiliesAct of 1997 (PL. 105-89). You
canasofind acopy of the NPRM onthelnternet at
http:/Amww.acf.dhhs.gov/hypernews/topi cs10.htm.
Key issuesthat will beaddressed in thedraft regula-
tionsare:

new requirementsfor when petitionsto terminate
parental rightsmust befiled and exceptionsto that
requirement;

expanded definition for when reasonabl e efforts
haveto be madewith familieswith respect to
effortstoreunify childrenwiththeir birthfamilies
and effortsto secure apermanent placement;
optionsfor states (and tribes) regarding other
permanency planningissuesfor their children; and
gpplication of new fiscal incentivesfor increasing
adoptionsof childrenin statefoster care.

Theseand severa other important child welfare
provisonswill apply to Indian childrenin both state
andtribal custody. Written commentson thedraft
regulationswill beaccepted at the Administration for
Child and Familiesuntil December 17, 1998.

TheNationa Indian Child WelfareA ssociation has
beenin close contact with tribesand the Administra-
tionfor Children and Familiesregarding how thisnew
law will apply to Indian children under bothtribal and

statecare. Of particular interestishow theregulations
addressthenew law and Indian children digiblefor
protectionsunder the Indian Child WelfareAct.
NICWA isworking onaformal analysisof thenew
adoption law and will aso be devel oping comments
onthenew regulations, for distributionto both tribal
governmentsand Indian organizations. For more
information on thisadoption law or theNPRM,
contact NICWA staff member, David Simmonsby e-
mail at des mmons@nicwa.org or phoneat (503)
222-4044.

Clearinghouse Corner

by Seathl Ollgaard

Oneday about two monthsagowhilel wasat the
Northwestern School of Law Library, | didasearch
onIndian childwelfare. Theresultsof thesearch
returned approximately 75 law journd articlesthat had
Indian childwefareinthetitle! | didasimilar search
whenl first started working in thelibrary back inthe
Spring of 1996, but | never had thetimeto follow up.
Sothistimel printed thelist, took it back to our
library and checked it against the articleswehavein
our collection. I knew we did not have many of the
newer articles, but | was shocked to find that we also
had very few of the older ones.

Theresultsof thiswork have helped strengthen
NICWA'slibrary. It was hel pful to metoo, becausel
read many of thearticlesas| was cata oging them.
Another benefit to doing them all at onceistheconsis-
tency that ismaintained when one person doesall the
entries.

Inrecent years, state courtshave arbitrarily made
exceptionstoimplementingthe|CWA. Many of the
recent articlesaddressthisconcern. We have now
been ableto assemble aninformation packet onthe
judicially created exceptionstothelndian Child
WelfareAct of 1978.

| have created abibliography of all materia sthat
mention Indian childwelfareinthetitieand were
written the 1990's. To request acopy call meat (503)
222-4044 ext. 28

| am going to do the samekind of search on social
work journasinthevery near future. Although many
of thesearticlesarein our library already, asearch of
thisnaturewill round out our collection.
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About Indian Gaming and
Tribal Casinos

By LisaWatt

Editor’s Note: A large number of tribal and urban
programs are finding it difficult to maintain funding
in today's economic and political climate. Adding to
the difficulties is the impression that tribes are
getting adeguate revenues, even becoming wealthy,
from casino money. This article dispels that notion.

Gambling, or games of chance, has always been part of
Native American cultural traditions. Today Indian
gaming has taken on adifferent form, from simple stick
games to big business. The current movement found its
birthinthe early 1970 swith tribally organized bingo
operations. Then in 1987, aU.S. Supreme Court
decision favored tribal gaming in California v.
Cabazon and Morongo Bands, a landmark case,
which affirmed the tribe’ s right to conduct gaming
operations on the reservations and limited the states
jurisdiction in these matters. Thus began the Indian
gaming movement witnessed today.

Withinthe last several years, sensational media stories
describing the wealth of a small number of tribes have
painted an inaccurate picture of Indian gaming asa
whole. Whileasmall handful of successful tribal
casinos exists, the truth isthat the vast majority of
tribes are not getting rich from gaming. In fact, not al
Indian casinos are successful or even profitable.

Of the 557 federally recognized tribes, 188 tribesin 28
states have atotal of 285 gaming facilities. That's one-
third of all tribeswith gaming facilities, whichisfar
fewer than the impression created by the mediathat al
tribes have a casino. These facilities range from bingo-
only operations (asin atypical church-sponsored event)
to Class|Il, casino-style games. Of the $500 billion
gaming industry nationwide, Indian casinos account for
approximately $7 billion (1 percent), with 10 tribes
earning 40 percent of al tribal gaming revenues. The
remaining 142 tribes are not seeing anywhere near this
type of return, in large part due to their isolation.

Once tribes begin gaming operations, they are autho-
rized — by legislation — to spend their gaming rev-
enues in several critical areas. These are hedlth,
education, economic devel opment, human and socia
services, housing, infrastructure and a host of other
governmental functions. In addition, tribesmake
charitable contributionsto non-profit and service
organizationsin their surrounding communities. Thisis
not an optional activity. Most tribes are required to

make these gifts. No other segment of the private
gaming industry in this country is mandated by law to
use their revenues in specific ways.

Thefact isthat Indian communities have been ne-
glected for so long that the needs are enormous. In
nearly al caseswheretribal casinos exist, gaming
revenues have made it possible for tribesto invest in
their communitiesfor the first time. For example, one
needs only to look at the Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Reservation where the positive impact of
gaming. It has brought jobs, increased tourism and other
economic opportunitiesthat did not exist before.
Although similar successful turnarounds exist nation-
wide, tribes see the window for gaming likely to closein
the future, and recent eventsin Congress and in several
states, such as California, New Mexico and Wisconsin,
are seen as confirming this. In the meantime, casino
tribesaretrying to quickly diversify their economiesand
invest wisely, al thewhile defending their right to
operate gaming operations.

A community with resourcestoinvestinitsfutureisin
aprivileged place, not shared by all tribes or even all
gaming tribes. The vast mgjority of tribes remain poor.
Their memberslive below the poverty line and suffer
the worst health and socia problems of any group in the
country. Many reservation communitiesstill have
unemployment rates as high as 80 percent due to the
lack of jobsin theisolated rural areas where reserva-
tions are located.

Because of widespread misinformation and the
misperception that all tribes are getting rich from
casinos, both American Indian non-profitsand tribal
social service agencies are experiencing a backlash.
Many funding sources, including foundationsand
corporations, expect tribesto fully and exclusively fund
Indian programs or believe that their dollars are no
longer needed. Thisissimply untrue. While sometribes
arein aposition to give, most are not, much lessgive at
levels that meet the current financial needs. For tribes
to be able to make charitable giftsis a new phenom-
enon, and the impact isimmediate and wide. For
example, the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde has
made substantial giftsthrough their community fund,
and the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry and
the Portland Art Museum in particular have reaped
from thetribes' riches. Nationally, tribal charitable gifts
run the entire spectrum, from sponsorship of local little
leagues, Boys and Girls Clubs and Chambers of Com-
merce, to over $100,000 in contributionsto local public
school districts.

Statistics and figures provided by the National Indian Gaming
Commission, Washingtion D.C.

Lisa Watt is Executive Director of the Grand Ronde
Cultural Center and Museum. She is a member of
the Seneca Nation.
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THANK YOU, NEW NICWA MEMBERS & DONORS

Theboard of director sand staff of the National Indian Child WelfareAssociation extend our
sincerethankstoyou for your investment in NICWA’smission, goalsand programs. If at
any timeyou haveany questionsregar ding your member ship, or if wecan beof serviceto
you in any way, pleasecall usat (503) 222-4044. Thank you for your support.

*Renewal

**Board Member

SUBSCRIPTION ($25-$44)

American Indian Institute, U of O, Norman, OK

WandaAllin, Evansville, IN

Jasper Apa, DesPlaines, IL

Chaplain Appleby, Valley State Prison for Women,
Chowchilla, CA

H. Norman Bagtjer, Garrison, MD

HelenBall, Twin Falls, ID

ThelmaBarlow, Shenorock, NY

ChanaBass, Catonsville, MD

Steven Berger, Flushing, NY

Beverly Blickle, Whiting, NJ

Kay Brainerd, Bdleville, M1

Rusty Cantor, Berkeley, CA

Dorothy Cinquemani, Largo, FL

William Clayton, Duke, MO

Elizabeth Clinton, Amityville, NY

J.J. Cochrane, Birmingham, AL

Judy Countryman, San Francisco, CA

MarthaDaughdrill, Newburg, MD

Beth Dorer, Summit, NJ

Corbett Downing, Houston, TX

G. Dudley, Pagosa Springs, CO

Muriel Duncan, Knox, TN

ViolaElwood, Ridgewood, NJ

AnnaElwood, Houston, TX

PatriciaFehervari, Somerset, NJ

Joseph Finizia, Huntsburg, OH

GraceFisher, LosAltosHills, CA

Shingo Francis, Los Angeles, CA

Americo Francisco, Cambridge, MA

Albert Freedman, Portland, OR

Mary Furnish, Louisville, KY

Sylvester Gass, Milwaukee, WI

Marilynn Gaudry, Chicago, IL

Roger Gibson, Washington, CT

*KrisGoodwill, OneidaLaw Office, Oneida, WI

Samuel Gordon, BocaRaton, FL

RitaGould, Pittsburgh, PA

Lucy Grier, High Point, NC

James Groves, Kansas City, MO

*TonyaGrube, Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma, Miami, OK

Richard Gunn, Kansas City, MO

HannaHechinger, Rego Park, NY

SUBSCRIPTION ($25-$44), continued

ShaunaHicks, New York, NY

Bernice Hirshkowitz, Houston, TX

Marie Hogle, Fort Worth, TX

Mr. & Mrs. Horner, Shawnee Mission, KS

Hai Ping Huang, Flushing, NY

Shannon Johnson, Traditional Council of Togiak, Togiak, AK

**Tracy King, Harlem, M T

Nancy Kinnvnen, San Francisco, CA

Seiko Kishaba, Waimanalo, HI

Gerad Koch, Concord, CA

*VderieLane, Dallas, TX

* Amy Lavallie, Native American Family Network System,
Minot, ND

WildaLeverenz, Honolulu, HI

Bryan Macrory, OklahomaCity, OK

Jeannie Maille, Harborcreek, PA

James & LindaMarotta, Chicago, IL

Faust Matthews, Springfield, MO

Elizabeth Maxwell, Essex, CT

NoraMcDonald, Merritt Island, FL

Mr. & Mrs. Blair McGowan, Grosselle, M1

Vivian McNeece, Paso Robles, CA

George Meades, Silver Springs, MD

Helen Mickey, Fort White, FL

Joan Minnis, South GlensFalls, NY

Stan Mlynczak, Fort Yukon, AK

Thomas Muehling, Saint Louis, MO

Uday Naval, ElImhurst, NY

RufinaOnstine, North Freedom, WI

Eleanor Owen, Winnetka, IL

Mark Penick, Franklin, TN

*Carolyn Peskin, Cleveland, OH

ValeriePhillips, Pullman, WA

JuliePhillips, Rockville, MD

Margaret Powell, Saratoga, CA

Harriet Price, Wichita, KS

Francine Reines, Blauvelt, NY

AdinaReshotro, Cleveland, OH

*MesheliaRichardson, Hollister, NC

MyraRiedy, Grand Rapids, M|

Peter Roda, Asheville, NC

Michele Rowley, Silverton, OR

Joanna Rubin, Annandale, VA
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SUBSCRIPTION ($25-$44), continued

*Michael Ryan, DeKalb, IL

Robert Salgado, Sr., Soboba Band of Mission Indians,
San Jacinto, CA

Julian Scavette, Long Island City, NY

Ann Sedbery, Channelview, TX

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Shannon, Denver, CO

William Smith, Rockford, AL

Theresa Snyder, North Dakota Department of Human

Services, Bismarck, ND

David Soares, Boston, MA

Alice Sykes, Cary, NC

LanaTurlington, Cherokee Nation, Claremore, OK

Joseph Turner, Philadel phia, PA

Mark Van Hyning, Chicago, IL

*Paul D. Vander Velde, W.K. Kellogg Foundation,
Battle Creek, Ml

* Shannen Villeneuve, Hannahville Health & Human

Services, Wilson, M|

Carol Vincent, Parish, NY

BarbaraWalter, PalosVerdesPndl., CA

* James Ward, Portland State University, Portland, OR

*NatalieWiegel, Beaverton, OR

BlancheWilner, Bronx, NY

*Ying-Ying Yuan, Walter R. McDonald and Associates, Inc.,
Rockville, MD

B.F. Zercher, Walnut Creek, CA

INDIVIDUAL (45-$64)

Ronad Arnold, Lakeport, CA

DorisBailon, Santo Domingo Pueblo, NM

SandraBenzel, Department of Health & Social Services,
Juneau, AK

*Betsy Bommer, Canton, NY

Robert Coriz, Santo Domingo, NM

Gary Ellis, Weston, OR

*Carmen Farmer, Portland, OR

Deborah Hunt, LasVegas, NM

**Gabriel Landry, Tacoma, WA

Christine Moody, Sault Saint Marie, M1

Joe Rosetta, Santo Domingo Pueblo, NM

Susan Tatro, Eureka, CA

** Mary Tenorio, Santo Domingo, NM

*Sue Ann Thomas, Reno, NV

*EdilmaYearwood, White Plains, NY

FAMILY ($65-$99)

*Robin Harms, Nome, AK

* Ann Lawson, Whitefish, MT

* June Martin, Nome, AK

L eah Senungetuk, Nome, AK

*Debra& Kermit Vaentino, Chicago, IL

FRIEND ($100-$249)
LoisRider, Charenton, LA

TRIBAL ($100-$1,000)

* American Indian Family and Children's Services,
St. Paul, MN

*BlueLake Rancheria, BlueLake, CA

*Casey Family Program, San Antonio, TX

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes, Tribal Health &
Human Services, St. Ignatius, MT

*Fond du Lac Band of Minnesota Chippewa, Cloguet, MN

*Hopi Tribe, Indian Child & Family Support Services,
Second Mesa, AZ

* Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation, Child Advocacy
Center, Mashantucket, CT

*Mille LacsBand of Ojibwe Indians, Onamia, MN

Navajo Nation - |ICWA Program, Window Rock, AZ

*North Fork Rancheria, North Fork, CA

*NW Portland Arealndian Health Board, Portland, OR

Oneidalndian Nation of New York, Oneida, NY

* Passamaguoddy Tribe of Maine, Princeton, ME

*Prairie | land Dakota Community, Welch, MN

Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska, Dakota Tiwahe Services
Unit, Niobrara, NE

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes Socia ServicesProgram,
FortHall, 1D

Circles, continued from page 1

Native Mental Health Research at the University of
Colorado Health Sciences Center will providetechni-
cal assistancerelated to evaluation. The Circlesof
Caregrantsarefor planning, designing, and ng
thefeasbility of implementing aculturaly appropriate,
child-centered, community-based, family-focused
mental health servicesmodd for American Indiar/
AlaskaNative childrenwith seriousemotional disor-
dersor disturbancesand their families. Thegrantsare
not for the purpose of servicedelivery. Granteeswill
work to bring stakeholdersfrom relevant systemsinto
acollaborativerelationship or partnership around the
children who have seriousemotional disordersand
their families. Thesemight include, but arenot limited
to, stateor tribal child welfare, education, andjuvenile
justice agencies, theBureau of Indian Affairs(BIA),
Indian Hedlth Service (IHS); business; nonprofit
organizations, natura helpers, medicinepeople;
ministers; and child advocates.

Each granteewill design asystem mode and deter-
mineitsgoal sand objectivesbased onthe unique
strengths, resourcesand needs of their community.
Oneof thegoa sof theprogramisto providea
structurefor tribal and urban organizationsto define
culturaly specific outcomesfor mental health services
systemsfor childrenwith seriousemotional distur-
bances.
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CALENDAR

National Association of Native American Children of

AlcoholicsAnnual Conference
Tulsa, OK

December 5-9, 1998

Contact: NANACOA, (206) 467-7686

Fifth National Healthy FamiliesAmerica Conference

National Committeeto Prevent Child Abuse
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Chicago, IL

February 28-March 2, 1999

Contact: NCPCA, (312) 663-3520

NativeWomen & Men’sWellnessConferencel |
Health Promotions Programs, Univ. of Oklahoma
February 28-March 4, 1999, San Diego, CA
Contact HHP, (405) 325-1790

17t Annual “ Protecting Our Children” National
American I ndian Conferenceon Child Abuseand
Neglect

National Indian Child Welfare Association
Radisson South Hotel, Minneapolis, MN

Contact: NICWA, (503) 222-4044

NACAC Board Declares
Policy on Native Rights

At their mid-March meeting in Cincinnati, the board of
directorsof the North American Council on Adopt-
able Children (NACAC) discussed and approved a
seriesof fivepolicy positionsonadiverselist of
topics. Of particular interest to Indian Country isthe
organization'spostion on Nativerights. Theboard
statement reads:

North American Indian | ssues

North American Council on Adoptable Children
(NACAC), recognizes that Native American Indian
Tribes and Canadian First Nations have an inher-
ent right to self-determination and exclusive
jurisdiction regarding the welfare of their children
who are at risk and in need of special services.
NACAC also supports the notion that federal,
state and provincial laws do not eliminate or
lessen indigenousrights. Federal, state and
provincial laws must be adapted so that indig-
enousrightsreceive full consideration in the child
welfare system and in the courts.

Upon hearing of this action, NICWA Executive Direc-
tor Terry Cross said, "NACAC deserves high praise
for their courage and leadership in supporting Native
rights. We welcome their support.”



