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ICWA Quick Resource Guide 

The National Indian Child Welfare Association (NICWA) has 
compiled the following resources to support the work and 
education of state and tribal child welfare workers and other 
professionals working with Native children and families in state 
child welfare systems. These resources are specific to the 
application of the Indian Child Welfare Act (24 U.S.C. § 1901 et. 
seq.), which applies in state child custody proceedings involving 
an Indian child (25 U.S.C. §1903(1), (4)). When a case is under 
tribal court jurisdiction, the tribe’s child welfare code and policies 
apply. 

Note: Some links below lead to external websites and may change over time. 

I. ICWA Overview

a. Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) Frequently Asked Questions

b. A Guide to Compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act

c. The Indian Child Welfare Act: A Family’s Guide

d. The Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978

e. 2016 ICWA Regulations

f. 2016 ICWA Guidelines

II. Making The Case for ICWA’s Protections

a. Fact Sheet on Disproportionality in Child Welfare

b. Understanding ICWA Placements Using Kinship Care Resources

c. Contemporary Attachment and Bonding Research: Implications for American

Indian/Alaska Native Children and their Service Providers

d. Fact Sheet on Cultural Connectedness and Indigenous Youth Well-Being

e. The Heart of ICWA – YouTube Videos

f. Dr. Maria Yellow Horse Brave Heart on Historical Trauma – YouTube Videos

https://www.nicwa.org/
https://www.nicwa.org/what-is-icwa/#faq
https://www.nicwa.org/what-is-icwa/#faq
https://www.nicwa.org/what-is-icwa/#faq
https://www.nicwa.org/resources/a-guide-to-compliance-with-the-indian-child-welfare-act/
https://www.nicwa.org/resources/a-guide-to-compliance-with-the-indian-child-welfare-act/
https://www.nicwa.org/resources/a-guide-to-compliance-with-the-indian-child-welfare-act/
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/NICWA_ICWA-Compliance-Guide_2026_Web.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2021-Family-Guide-to-ICWA-Updated-2.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2021-Family-Guide-to-ICWA-Updated-2.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/NICWA_ICWA-Family-Guide_2026.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Indian-Child-Welfare-Act-of-1978.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/06/14/2016-13686/indian-child-welfare-act-proceedings
https://www.bia.gov/sites/bia.gov/files/assets/bia/ois/pdf/idc2-056831.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/NICWA_Disproportionality-Child-Welfare-Fact-Sheet_2026.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Understanding-ICWA-Placements-Using-Kinship-Care-Reasearch_Final.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Contemporary-Attachment-and-Bonding-Research-Final.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Contemporary-Attachment-and-Bonding-Research-Final.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2019-10-30-Cultural-Connectedness-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/@NativeChildren/search?query=heart%20of%20icwa
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1C91E5FEFC707277
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III. Other ICWA and Child Welfare Related Online Resources 

 
Family Resources 
 

a. NICWA’s Resources for Families page 

b. NICWA’s resources on Voluntary Services 

c. NICWA’s resources on Private Adoption 

d. NICWA’s ICWA Doesn’t Apply to My Child Welfare Case. What Other Help Can I 
Receive? 

e. NICWA and the Grandfamilies and Kinship Support Network: A National 
Technical Assistance Center tip sheets 

i. Legal Assistance for Native Kinship/Grandfamilies Involved with Child 
Welfare: How to Find an Attorney & Help Them Help You 

ii. How Relative Caregivers Can Advocate for Relative Native Children in 
State Child Welfare Custody 

iii. How Relative/Kin Caregivers Can Access Services and Advocate for 
Native Children in Their Care 

f. NICWA’s Tracing Native Ancestry and the Bureau of Indian Affairs’s (BIA) A 
Guide to Tracing American Indian & Alaska Native Ancestry 

 
Service Provider Resources  
 

a. NICWA’s Resources for Service Providers page 

b. BIA’s ICWA page, includes directory of ICWA designated tribal agents 

c. Native American Rights Fund’s A Practical Guide to the Indian Child Welfare Act 

d. National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judge’s ICWA Judicial Benchbook 

e. Association on American Indian Affairs and Casey Family Program’s A Survey 
and Analysis of Tribal-State Indian Child Welfare Act Agreements 

 

https://www.nicwa.org/
https://www.nicwa.org/families/
https://www.nicwa.org/voluntary-services/
https://www.nicwa.org/private-adoption/
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/NICWA_When-ICWA-Doesnt-Apply_2026.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/NICWA_When-ICWA-Doesnt-Apply_2026.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Low-Cost-Legal-Assistance-1.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Low-Cost-Legal-Assistance-1.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/How-Relative-Caregivers-Can-Advocate-for-Children.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/How-Relative-Caregivers-Can-Advocate-for-Children.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Tip-Sheet-How-Relative-Kin-Caregivers-Can-Access-Services-and-Advocate-for-Native-Children-in-Their-Care-1.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Tip-Sheet-How-Relative-Kin-Caregivers-Can-Access-Services-and-Advocate-for-Native-Children-in-Their-Care-1.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Tracing-Your-Native-Ancestry-2019-Final.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/NICWA_Tracing-Native-Ancestry_2026.pdf
https://www.bia.gov/guide/tracing-american-indian-and-alaska-native-aian-ancestry
https://www.bia.gov/guide/tracing-american-indian-and-alaska-native-aian-ancestry
https://www.nicwa.org/service-providers/
https://www.bia.gov/bia/ois/dhs/icwa
https://www.narf.org/nill/documents/icwa/index.html
http://www.ncjfcj.org/ICWABenchbook
https://www.indian-affairs.org/uploads/8/7/3/8/87380358/icwa_tribal-state_agreements_report.pdf
https://www.indian-affairs.org/uploads/8/7/3/8/87380358/icwa_tribal-state_agreements_report.pdf
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f. Casey Family Program’s Strategies for Successfully Recruiting and Retaining 
Preferred-Placement Foster Homes for American Indian Children 

g. NICWA’s Policy Page on Latest State ICWA Developments and Resources 

h. NICWA’s online ICWA course, training institutes, and training in your community 

i. NICWA’s State of American Indian and Alaska Native Children and Families 
Report 

j. Capacity Building Center for Tribes – Resource library 
 

Sign up for the Protect ICWA newsletter via LinkTree. 
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INSTAGRAM 
@protectICWA 
 

https://www.nicwa.org/
https://www.casey.org/icwa-recruitment-retention/
https://www.casey.org/icwa-recruitment-retention/
https://www.nicwa.org/policy/#:~:text=Latest%20State%20ICWA%20Developments%20and%20Resources
https://www.nicwa.org/online-icwa-course/
https://www.nicwa.org/online-icwa-course/
https://www.nicwa.org/training-institutes/
https://www.nicwa.org/request-a-training/
https://www.nicwa.org/latest-news/state-of-american-indian-and-alaska-native-children-and-families-report/
https://www.nicwa.org/latest-news/state-of-american-indian-and-alaska-native-children-and-families-report/
https://tribalinformationexchange.org/?s=icwa&category_name=resource-library
https://linktr.ee/protecticwa
https://www.instagram.com/protecticwa/

